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READ FIRST 

 

BEFORE INSTALLING 
 

Instructions for Installing Upgrade on Systems  
with BeefLink2 TM Currently Installed 

 
 

Note:   This version of BeefLinkTM contains several updates including new NAIS Events / 
Regimens and Automatic Data Sharing.  Once installed, there is a new method of sharing 
data to Pony Express.  See Section II of this install guide for complete details on sharing 
data. 

 
 

Section I:  Installing the BeefLink2 TM Software Upgrade  
 
 

 
Before you begin, verify the version of your current BeefLinkTM Software.  Launch Individual 
Animal Manager.  Note the Version number under the program name at the top, center of the 
screen.   
 
·  If the version is less than or equal to  1.01.0199, do NOT proceed.   Contact the AgInfoLink 

Helpdesk at 1-800-287-8787 to get assistance with a customized upgrade. 
·  If the version is greater than or equal to  1.01.0200, you may continue with the upgrade. 

 
 
 

�  If you have custom events or have had a customer Re port created by AgInfoLink –  
contact local TSA or the AgInfoLink Helpdesk for as sistance with the upgrade .  Note for 
TSAs: Search for Custom Events|Details in the components database.  Document these entries 
prior to the upgrade.Then after the upgrade, the custom Events|Details should be added into the 
“Custom Events” Category in Event Configurator for future upgrade use.  Also, custom Which 
Data / What Animal entries should be exported via Table Exporter prior to the upgrade, and then 
a “group” replacement done after the upgrade.  TSAs should also export the device ports and 
regiments as part of the upgrade (see steps below). 

 
�  Close all applications, including any virus-scan or firewall programs. 

 
�  If you have Custom Regimens that you wish to retain , before proceeding  with the 

installation follow the instructions in Section III  – Q&A on Exporting / Importing Custom 
Regimens. 
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�  To retain your Device Port settings (how your reade r, scale, etc. are setup in the 
program) , before proceeding  with the installation follow the instructions in S ection III – 
Q&A on Exporting / Importing Device Port Settings. 

 
�  Insert AgInfoLink Software CD into the CD-drive and it will auto-start the installation.  If you have 

downloaded the installation program, double-click on the SETUP.EXE program to start the 
install. 
 
 

�  Follow the directions on the screen. 
 

·  At the Welcome screen, select REPAIR, then click Next . 
 
 
 
 
 

·  You will be prompted for a Password, Entity ID and PremisesID.   
 

�  Contact the Helpdesk at 1-800-287-8787 to obtain the 
installation password as it changes daily. 

�  The Entity ID should automatically be detected during 
an upgrade.  If not, the Helpdesk can provide. 

�  If you have a USDA PremisesID, enter it on the third 
line, otherwise enter “N/A”. 

�  Click NEXT to proceed. 
 
 

·  A warning will be displayed that the CD has new 
functionality.  As long as your version was verified 
that the version is greater than or equal to 
1.01.0200, you can click OK to proceed. 

 
 

·  A status bar will appear as the software is installed and configured. 
 
·  When the setup is complete, click “YES, I want to restart my 

computer now,”  then click FINISH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  The computer should shut down and reboot automatically, if not - reboot the computer 
manually. 

 
·  When the computer starts up, the “AgInfoLink – Data Share Utility” program will start 

automatically.  See Section II for a detailed explanation of this p rogram. 
 

·  Exit the AgInfoLink – Date Share Utility program. 
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·  Next, you must install the BeefLink License Renewal which includes the Table Exporter / 
Importer Software Upgrade Patch. 

 
�  Browse the BeefLinkTM 2006 Setup CD to the folder named 

Software Update.  Locate the setup.exe file and double-click on it. 
 
 
 
�  The License Agreement will appear.  Click Yes to continue. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
�  When the installation is complete, click Finish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Next, you must install the BeefLink License Renewal for 2008. 
 

�  Browse the BeefLinkTM 2006 Setup CD to the folder named 
Software Update 2.  Double-click on the setup.exe file. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
�  Then click “OK” when the Product Upgrade Setup Wizard 

appears. 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Then, click on the icon that looks like a computer to 
continue. 

 
 
 
 
�  Once installed, a message will appear that the Product 

Upgrade Setup was completed successfully.  Click “OK” to 
finish. 
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·  Next, you will need to install the BIRTHDATE-LOT fix. 
 

�  Browse the BeefLinkTM 2006 Setup CD to the folder named Software Update.  
Locate the FIX BIRTHDATE-LOT.agilps file and double-click on it. 

�  The application “Table Importer” will open  
�  Click a check-mark in front of “Make Backup of database”  
�  Click the radio-button in front of “TABLE REPLACEMENT”  
�  Click the IMPORT button.  
�  When it’s done, Click the DONE button.  
  
What it does; replaces the category “Attributes” under English-U.S. events section.  
Birthdate-Lot is in that section and the new input date mask will be applied 

 
·  Configure the Data Collection Time Zone for your regional time zone. 
 

�  Note:  The local time zone must reflect your regional time zone.  The Data Collection 
Software then converts all times into Eastern Standard Time for display within the 
program. 

�  Click on Start, Run 
�  Type in c:\aginfo\beeflink\regsetup.exe  
�  Click OK 
�  Entity Registration will open 
�  At the bottom of the screen, click the drop down arrive for Time Zone.  Pick the Time 

you are located physically in. 
�  Click OK 

 
 
·  If you had custom regimens or device port settings to import, you may import them now. 
 
·  The upgrade process is now complete.  
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Total Files 
to Share 

Section II:  Sharing Data to Pony Express via the B eefLink2 TM Upgraded Software  
 
 

There are two methods to share data to Pony Express:  
1. Internet:  The simplest method is to have an Internet connection on the computer used to 

collect data;  
2. Media:  If an Internet connection is not possible on the data collection PC, the data can be 

shared manually and requires a three step process.   
Data must be shared on a regular basis  to continue use of the BeefLink2 TM program.  The 
program is set to issue a warning if data has not shared within 15 days of collection. 
 

 
 

Internet  — Sharing Data with the Data Collection PC directl y connected to the Internet: 
 
NOTE:  If an Internet connection is available during data collection, the data will periodically share 
automatically and there may not be Files to Share.  In this case, no action is required to share data. 
 

When the data collection is complete, connect the computer to the Internet and follow these instructions: 
 

·  Double-click on the Send Data to Pony Express  shortcut on the computer 
desktop (or click on Start, All Programs, AgInfoLink, Send Data to Pony 
Express from the Windows start menu). 

 
 
·  The AgInfoLink – Data Share Utility  program will be displayed. 

 
·  Note the Total Files to Share . 

 
·  Click on the button in front of “Internet. ”  

 
·  Click SHARE.    

 
·  The data will automatically be shared to Pony Express via the 

Internet connection.  Once completed, the Total Files To Share 
should go back to 0 and the Total Files Shared should be increased 
by the total number of files just shared. 

 
 

Media — Sharing Data when the Data Collection PC cannot be connected to the Internet: 
 

If the data collection PC does not have Internet access, the data can be shared manually to a thumb drive or 
external storage device and then shared via any other computer connected to the Internet through a 3 step 
manual Process.  

 
NOTE:  An upgraded version of BeefLink2TM must be installed on the computer with Internet Access 
to share data to Pony Express. 

 
 

1. Create the Data File on a Thumb Drive (External Storage Device).  
 

·  Connect a Thumb Drive or external storage device to the computer. 
 

·  Double-click on the Send Data to Pony Express  shortcut on the 
computer desktop (or click on Start, All Programs, AgInfoLink, Send 
Data to Pony Express from the Windows start menu). 
 

·  Click on the button in front of “Media” and then click on SHARE.   
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Select the drive letter 
from the drop down menu 

Select the drive letter 
from the drop down menu 

 
·  Click NEXT when prompted that you have requested to manually 

share files to media. 
 
 
 
 

·  Click NEXT to share files that have never been shared.  (Do not  click 
the box next to “Also Reshare Unconfirmed Files” unless you have 
been instructed to do so by AgInfoLink support staff.) 
 
 
 
 

·  Select the appropriate drive letter  for the Thumb Drive (external 
storage device), then click NEXT.  (Note:  The file 
that is being created on the Thumb Drive has the 
file name 
AgilManualShare.yyyymmddhhmmss.zTo). 
 

 
 
 
·  Click DONE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
·  The Total Files to Share  should then appear as 0, and Total Files to 

Confirm  should have a value entered.   
 

 
2. Share the Data from a Computer Connected to the Internet.  

 
·  Connect the Thumbdrive containing the Data File to the Computer with Internet Access (this 

computer must have an upgraded version of BeefLink2TM installed on it).  
 

·  Click on Start, All Programs, AgInfoLink, Share to Pony Expr ess 
from Removable Media  from the Windows start menu. 
 

·  The Share From Media Wizard  will launch.  Click NEXT to manually 
share data from media. 
 
 
 
 

·  Click NEXT to confirm an active connection to the Internet.  You must 
have an active Internet Connection to continue. 
 
 
 
 

·  Select the appropriate drive letter  for the Thumb Drive (external 
storage device), then click NEXT. 
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Select the drive letter 
from the drop down menu 

 
·  When prompted that you have successfully shared to media, click 

DONE 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3. Confirm the Data on the Original Computer which Collected the Data.  
 

·  If the Data Share process completed successfully, the AgilManualShare*.zTo  file will be deleted 
from the Thumb Drive and replaced by an AgilManualShare*.Confirmed  file. 
 

·  The Thumb Drive must then be taken back to the original computer which collected the data and the 
Confirm Process completed. 
 

·  Double-click on the Send Data to Pony Express  shortcut on the 
computer desktop (or click on Start, All Programs, AgInfoLink, Send 
Data to Pony Express). 

 
o Press the Confirm  button. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
o Click NEXT to begin the manual Confirmation Process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

o Select the drive letter for the Thumb Drive.  Click NEXT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o A window will come up showing the progress of confirmation of the data.  When the file is 
confirmed, click DONE.   

 
o The main AgInfoLink – Data Share Utility screen should show: 

 
·  A value in Total Files Shared ,  
·  0 for Total Files to Share , and  
·  0 for Total Files to Confirm . 
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Section III:  Frequently Asked Questions  
 

��  I have created several custom regimens  in Individual Animal 
Manager that I want to retain.  What do I need to d o?  

 

���� You need to use the Table Exporter / Table Importer programs which are documented in 
the BeefLink2TM User’s Guide.  Please refer to the User’s Guide for more detailed 
instructions.  Below is an overview of how to import/export the custom regimens. 

 
 PRIOR to the Upgrade :  Export your custom regimens.  
 

1. Click on Start, All Programs, AgInfoLink, Table 
Exporter  from the Windows start menu.   

2. On the top line, Export From : Browse to components 
database you wish to export from.  The default 
components database is: 
C:\AgInfo\Beeflink\AgInfoComponents.mdb.  

3. On the second line, Export To : Browse to a 
location on the harddrive that you can easily find 
(such as My Documents or the Desktop) and enter a 
filename (such as Regimens). This will create a file with 
an extension of AGILPS (such as Regimens.agilps). 

4. Once the components database is selected in the top 
line, a list of files will appear.  Locate the 
Regimens1 listing. Click on the + sign next to 
Regimens1 to expand all of the regimens.   

5. Scroll down to find the custom regimens you wish to 
save. Put a checkmark in box next to all of the 
custom regimens you wish to save.  (Note:  you do 
not need to save the regimen templates that start 
with “_# as those are part of the upgraded program.) 

6. Click EXPORT and an *.agilps file will be created with 
these settings. 

7. Click on DONE when complete. 
 

AFTER the Upgrade :  Import your custom regimens. 
  
1. Find the *.agilps file you created in Step 3 above. 
2. Double-click on the *.agilps and the Table Importer  

Program will automatically launch. 
3. On the first line, Import To : Browse to the 

components database: 
C:\AgInfo\Beeflink\AgInfoComponents.mdb. 

4. Click on the button in front of Group Replacement . 
5. Click on Import . 
6. Click on DONE when complete. 
7. Your custom regimens should now be available in the 

new version of BeefLink2TM. 

�
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��  I want to retain my Device Port Settings  (my reader / scale 
setup in Individual Animal Manager).  What do I nee d to do?  

 

���� You need to use the Table Exporter / Table Importer programs which are documented in 
the BeefLink2TM User’s Guide.  Please refer to the User’s Guide for more detailed 
instructions.  Below is an overview of how to import/export the device port settings. 

 
PRIOR to the Upgrade :  Export your Device Port settings.  

 
1. Click on Start, All Programs, AgInfoLink, Table Exporter  from the Windows start menu.   
2. On the top line, Export From : Browse to components database you wish to export from.  The 

default components database is: C:\AgInfo\Beeflink\AgInfoComponents.mdb.  
3. On the second line, Export To : Browse to a location on the harddrive that you can easily find 

(such as My Documents or the Desktop) and enter a filename (such as DevicePorts). This will 
create a file with an extension of AGILPS (such as DevicePorts.agilps). 

4. Once the components database is selected in the top 
line, a list of files will appear.  There are three 
sections you will need to select:  

�  Locate the AgInfoPorts  listing. Click on the + 
sign next to AgInfoPorts to expand all of the 
devices. 
�  Check the top four boxes: _Device1, 

_Device2, _Device3, Device4   
�  Locate the AgInfoPortsIODevice  listing. Click 

on the + sign next to AgInfoPorts to expand all 
of the devices. 
�  Check the top four boxes: _Device1, 

_Device2, _Device3, Device4   
�  Locate the AgInfoStringFilters listing. Click 

on the + sign next to AgInfoPorts to expand all 
of the devices. 
�  Check the top four boxes: _Device1, 

_Device2, _Device3, Device4   
 

5. Click EXPORT and an *.agilps file will be created with these settings. 
6. Click on DONE when complete. 

 
AFTER the Upgrade :  Import your Device Port Settings. 
  
1. Find the *.agilps file you created in Step 3 above. 
2. Double-click on the *.agilps and the Table Importer  

Program will automatically launch. 
3. On the first line, Import To : Browse to the 

components database: 
C:\AgInfo\Beeflink\AgInfoComponents.mdb. 

4. Click on the button in front of Group Replacement . 
5. Click on Import . 
6. Click on DONE when complete. 
7. Your old Device Port settings should now be available 

in the new version of BeefLink2TM. 
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��  What if I do not have an Internet connection availa ble to me at 
all, how do I share data with Pony Express?  

 

���� Follow Step 1 in the MEDIA data sharing process, and then mail your external storage 
device (floppy, CD, or thumb drive) along with a self-address stamped return envelope to: 
AgInfoLink, c/o Helpdesk – Data Share, 1860 Lefthand Circle, Suite G, Longmont, CO  
80501.  We will perform Step 2 of the MEDIA data sharing process for you, and then 
return the confirmed files back on your original external storage device.  Then you can 
complete Step 3 upon receipt of the confirmed file.   

�
��  I have more than one computer at my ranch.  Can I s till share 

data between the two computers?  
 

���� Yes.  You can use the original “Share Data” program to create an AGIL file just like you 
have in the past.  Click on Start, All Programs, AgInfoLink, Share Data  from the 
Windows start menu to launch the program.  Then use the “Send to Disk or Pony Express 
LAN” option to create a data file which can be shared with another local computer.  
Detailed instructions on how to use Share Data can be found in the User’s Guide. 

 
��  When I launch Individual Animal Manager or any of t he 

BeefLink2 TM products, I’m getting a message that states, “You 
must complete the data sharing process to proceed,”  and I 
cannot get into any of the programs.  What does thi s mean?  

 

���� You have collected data on your computer and it has been more than 15 days since you 
shared data with Pony Express.  You must share data to Pony Express before you can 
continue to use the BeefLink2TM programs.  Click OK to the message, then use the Send 
Data to Pony Express  program and share data.  

 
��  I noticed that some Event Dates have AUTO:NOW avail able as 

a detail and other Event Dates list AUTO:TODAY as a  detail.  
What’s the difference?  

 

���� Any Event that could be used for the National Animal ID System tracking database (such 
as “DATE-TAG-APPLIED”) will have “AUTO:NOW” which collects the calendar date AND 
the timestamp.  Events that are for animal management (such as “DATE-WEAN-WT”)  
will have “AUTO:TODAY” which collects just the calendar date. 
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��  After I upgraded to the new version of BeefLink, so me of my 
Events are no longer available to “Apply Single Eve nt” or to 
select in my custom reports.  

 

���� If you had custom “Events” in BeefLink, please contact your local TSA or the Helpdesk to 
get assistance in customizing your new version of BeefLink. 

�
��  What are the minimum computer requirements for usin g the 

upgraded version of BeefLink2 TM? 
 

���� Preferred Requirements: Minimum Requirements:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��  How can I get help if I have a problem with the upg rade?  
 

���� If you encounter issues performing this upgrade, contact the AgInfoLink Technical 
Support Helpdesk or your local TSA. 

 
 Support Hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mountain Standard Time 
  After hours emergency support – contact your local TSA or listen to the  
  AgInfoLink company voice message for details on how to contact the  
  Helpdesk after hours. 
 

By Phone:  Help Desk (800) 287-8787 (U.S. and Canada) 
 Office (303) 682-9898 

 
By Email:  helpdesk@aginfolink.com 
 
By Instant Messenger:  The AgInfoLink Helpdesk utilizes MSN Instant Messenger.   
 The IM Contact account is helpdesk@aginfolink.com or  
 support@aginfolink.com 
 
 To download Instant Messenger, go to:  
 http://messenger.msn.com/xp/downloadDefault.aspx 

 

Processor: Pentium IV (or 
comparable) 

Memory: 1 GB RAM 

Hard Drive: 20 GB Free 

Windows: XP professional 

Office: 2003 Professional 
(Includes Access) 

Modem/Internet 
Access: 56Kbps V.92 (or faster) 

Port Config. 1: (2) Serial & (1) PS2 

(Or) Port Config. 2: (3) USB w/ PS2 and USB 
to Serial adapters 

Misc: Sound Card/ Speakers/ 
Wireless Headset/ Printer 

 

Processor: Pentium lII (Or 
comparable) 

Memory: 512 MB RAM 

Hard Drive: 1 GB Free 

Windows: XP home 

Office: 2000 Standard 
Modem/Internet 

Access: 56Kbps 

Port Config. 1: (1) Serial & (1) PS2 

(Or) Port Config. 2: (2) USB w/ PS2 and USB 
to Serial adapters 

Misc: Sound Card/ Speakers/ 
Wireless Headset/ Printer 

 


