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Processor: Pentium IV (or 
comparable) 

Memory: 512 MB RAM 

Hard Drive: 20 GB Free 

Windows: XP professional 

Office: 2003 Professional 
(Includes Access) 

Modem: 56Kbps V.92 (or higher) 

Port Config. 1: (2) Serial & (1) PS2 

(Or) Port Config. 2: (3) USB w/ PS2 and USB 
to Serial adapters 

Misc: Sound Card/ Speakers/ 
Wireless Headset/ Printer 

 

Processor: Pentium lII (Or 
comparable) 

Memory: 256 MB RAM 

Hard Drive: 1 GB Free 

Windows: XP home 

Office: 2000 Professional 
(Includes Access)  

Modem: 56Kbps 

Port Config. 1: (1) Serial & (1) PS2 

(Or) Port Config. 2: (2) USB w/ PS2 and USB 
to Serial adapters 

Misc: Sound Card/ Speakers/ 
Wireless Headset/ Printer 

System Requirements 
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BEEFSOURCE™ makes the collection, transfer, and 
reporting of data fast and easy, allowing you to manage your 
animals more efficiently and profitably.  The software 
provides you with the tools for: 
 

�  Collecting data from external devices (RFID readers, scales, 
thermometers, etc.) 

�  Monitoring of individual animal performance 
�  Sorting of animals into groups based on weight, animal ID, 

and numerous other characteristics 
�  Recording full animal treatment history and virtually unlimited 

characteristics 
�  Easy sharing of component configurations and animal data 
�  Simple and customizable reports 

 
 

STRUCTURE OF THIS MANUAL 
 

1. Read the following descriptions of each component  
2. Decide what you want to accomplish 
3. Go to the corresponding section of this manual 

 
 

DESCRIPTION OF EACH SECTION 
 

Section A – SYSTEM CONFIGURATION 
Explains how to set up and configure the system before 

collecting data, and includes: 
 
Entity Registration 
This component allows you to configure background information 
and databases where all data will be stored.   
Things that you can edit within Entity Registration: 
 

1. Entity ID that will be applied to all data collected 
2. Database where collected animal data will be stored 
3. Database where configuration settings (Regimens, 

devices, etc.) will be stored 
4. Sound files location 
5. Report templates location 
6. Language displayed 

Introduction 
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Device Ports 
This component allows you to bring data in from external devices 
such as RFID readers and bar code scanners, scales, 
thermometers, and printers, for use within BEEFSOURCE™.  
 
Edit Workcards 
This component enables you to easily assign Events/Details to 
transponders, bar codes, and unique numbers to minimize 
keystrokes and save time during the working of animals. You can 
just scan the Workcard that matches the Event desired, instead 
of manually typing it in. 
 
Edit Sequences 
In Edit Sequences you can save time and eliminate data entry 
error by having the system automatically assign numbers at the 
beginning and/or end of a value.  For example, when visual ID 
tags are put on animals in sequential order, this component can 
be used to enter the prefix or suffix character (Y001), and then 
automatically increment the numeric value (Y002). 
 
 

Section B – DATA COLLECTION 
Explains how to collect data and includes: 

 
Individual Animal Manager 
The Individual Animal Manager (IAM) is the core component of 
BEEFSOURCE™.  It is best described as the ‘container’ that 
holds the necessary components and software code for 
collecting and viewing transaction-based data on each animal.  It 
works with other tools in BEEFSOURCE™ package to provide 
easy data collection, real-time calculations, as well as the ability 
to easily find and review animal records.  Information like ID, 
birth date, sex, etc. is displayed at the top of the screen.   
 
Average Daily Gain  
Average Daily Gain is used to determine the average weight gain 
of an animal between the specified dates set by the user, or if 
nothing is set, from the last "WT"(weight) Event.  This can be 
one of the best tools for displaying an animal’s progress (value) 
in "real-time" as it moves towards shipment and may provide an 
early indicator should the animal not be worthy of continued 
monitoring. 
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Week To Ship 
The Week To Ship (WTS) component goes hand-in-hand with 
Average Daily Gain.  WTS calculates when the animal will reach 
its target weight, voices it back to the operator, displays it, and 
records it in the animal’s record.  You can also dynamically 
change the target weight in "real-time".   
 
Group Events 
This is a time saving tool that enables you to apply one or more 
Events/Regimens to a single or an entire group of animals with 
the push of a button.   
 
Event Sort  
Event Sort is a tool that allows you to sort animals and create 
new Events based on the criteria you set, in "real-time".  An 
example use might be to group animals together based on a 
weight (WT) range.  A frequent use is "real-time" evaluation of 
animal weights and temperatures facilitating sorting of the animal 
into different locations. 
 
Shrink Calculator 
Shrink Calculator calculates how much weight is lost in 
shipment.  It can calculate based on a flat percentage or apply 
that percentage over time, can voice it back to the operator, 
display the scale weight as well as the shrink-adjusted weight, 
and record it as an Event in the animal’s record.   
 
 

Section C – DATA SHARING 
Explains how to share animal data after collection and how to 

share configuration data, and includes: 
 
Transfer Events & Share Data 
Transfer Events and Share Data allow you to save, move, and 
share data.  Functions include both disk storage and automatic 
email capabilities, and use our proprietary compacted and 
secured *.agil file structure.  Data that has already been sent can 
be tracked and not sent again.   
 
Table Importer & Exporter 
Together, these provide an automated way to collect and 
distribute component data, (Regimens, Workcard aliases, device 
settings, WhichAnimals and WhatData items, etc.) from one 
database to another on the same or a different computer. 
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Section D – REPORTS 

Explains how to run a report on the data you collected and 
includes: 

 
View Reports 
Gives you 15+ standard reports to quickly view and print your 
data.  Uses Microsoft Access database format. 
 
Generate Reports 
AgInfoSheets gives you the ability to query transaction-oriented 
data and present it in an easy-to-understand form.  This allows 
the user to inject any data from our Events database into an 
Excel template.  Templates that include summary formulas and 
charts can be designed, saved, and deployed.  We�ve included 
sample templates in the files that are installed on your hard 
drive.  Uses Microsoft Excel format. 
 
 

Section E – FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Gives you a quick reference on how to do certain tasks and a list 

of compatible hardware, and includes: 
 
Setup Reference 
A quick guide of How To’s. 
 
Compatible Hardware List And Settings 
A list of compatible hardware and its configurations. 
 
 

Section F – CONTACT US 
Gives you a quick reference on various ways to contact us: 

 
Service and Support 
We can be reached by phone, mail, fax or email. 
 
 

 
 

Definitions 
 

ADG:  Average Daily Gain – An average weight-gain-per-
day calculated using your choice from weights recorded at 
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earlier times as the starting point, and comparing it to the 
weight measured today. 
EID:  Electronic IDentifier – See RFID, below. 
Events Database:  The database that contains all the data 
you collect and report on.  This database may be on your 
local machine, a networked machine, or a server some 
distance away.  The default Events database is 
"AgInfoEvents.mdb", located in the default BEEFSOURCE™ 
installation location, "C:\AgInfo\BeefSource". 
Existing EventType:  Any EventType that already exists in 
the appropriate tables in the AgInfoComponents database.  
Due to the constraints of the Data Validation features 
recently added to BEEFSOURCE™, EventTypes can no 
longer be casually added to the BEEFSOURCE™ system – 
adding any new EventType MUST be done by one of our 
qualified TSAs. 
GPS:  Global Positioning System – A locator or positioning 
technology that relies on a system of orbital satellites to 
determine the coordinates of an object on the surface of the 
Earth. 
IAM:  Individual Animal Manager, also called simply the 
"Animal Manager". 
ISO:  Th is  r e fe r s  to  the International Organization for 
Standardization.  It is located in Switzerland and was 
established in 1947 to develop common international 
standards in many areas.  Its members come from over 
120 national standards bodies. 
Key or Key-in:  To use the keyboard to type a response 
(usually a Detail-value) into a textbox or combobox. 
Keyspeak:  When you type a response into a textbox or 
combobox requesting Keyspeak, BEEFSOURCE™ will 
audibly "speak" each key as you press it. 
LAN:  Local Area Network – This is a group of computers 
which: 
1. Are fairly near each other (perhaps in the same office, 

perhaps spread out over a feedlot), 
2. Are connected to each other either by wire or wirelessly, 
3. Can "talk" to each other, and possibly even be controlled 

by each other. 
Path and Filename:  
1. A "path" is a description of the location of a particular 

folder on your hard drive.  In the path: 

C:\AgInfo\BeefSource 
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"C:" is the hard drive-name, and both "AgInfo" and 
"BeefSource" are folders.  The folder BeefSource is 
"inside" the folder AgInfo. 

2. A "filename" is a much more familiar thing.  Files reside 
in folders.  A dot and then three letters called extension 
usually follow a file name.  In the filename: 
AgInfoEvents.mdb, "AgInfoEvents" is the file's actual 
name, and ".mdb" is the filename's extension. 

3. A "filename extension" is the last three letters after the 
filename and the dot and helps the computer to 
understand what kind of file is that and when necessary 
which program (application) will open it.  A file with an 
".exe" extension is a file that executes an application, a 
".xlt” is the file extension for the Template file associated 
with Microsoft Excel, while an “.xls” is the Excel 
worksheet.  An ".mdb" file is a Microsoft Access 
database, and “.doc” is a text document created by 
Microsoft Word. 

4. A "full path", also called a "complete path" or a "path and 
filename", includes both the path and the filename, and 
pinpoints the exact location of a single file on your 
computer: 

C:\AgInfo\BeefSource\AgInfoEvents.mdb 

This full path gives the exact location of your (default) 
Events database. 

RFID:  Radio-Frequency IDentifier – Also called a "tag", 
"ear-tag", "transponder", or "EID".  A small, passive 
electronic device that emits a data-signal when moved 
through a magnetic field, such as that generated by a 
TagTracker. 
SpeakBack:  One of Animal Manager's Audio Feedback 
features.  BEEFSOURCE™ provides a complete set of 
sound files, or ".wav" files (say, "dot wave"), which are 
spoken versions of each EventType, letter, number, or 
symbol.  Animal Manager and some or our other 
components can use these to "speak back" the data you're 
requesting (or the system is supplying) to you. 
WTS:  Week To Ship – A calculated number, representing 
one of the 52 weeks in a year, during which your animal will 
achieve the target-weight you've set for it, assuming it keeps 
growing at the Average Daily Gain that it has in the past.  
Presumably, the animal becomes "ready to ship" at that 
time. 
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New Installation – 
To install BEEFSOURCE™ on your machine for the first 

time… 
 

You must disable your computer’s standby and 
hibernate modes for your BEEFSOURCE™ 
software to operate correctly. 

 
1. Insert the CD in your CD-ROM drive.  The following 

screens will display: 
 

 
 

 
 

Getting Started 
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Note:  If the install does not start, click on the 
Start button, select "Run" and browse to your 
CD-ROM drive and double-click on Setup.exe.  
Then click "OK". 

 
2. After clicking Next and then Yes on the next 2 screens, 

the following screen will appear.  You are required to 
enter User Name and Company. 

 

 
 

3. Click Next.  The following screen will display: 
 

 
 

You will be required to enter an installation 
password and Entity ID. If you do not have 
these, you must contact your TSA or call the 
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AgInfoLink Help Desk (for U.S. and Canada) at: 
(800) 287-8787. 

 
4. Click Next.  The next couple of screens display the 

default directories that we recommend you install to.  If 
you are installing to a drive other than Local Disk (C:), 
please browse to the correct disk before continuing.  
Continue clicking Next until the software begins to 
install and you see the following screen. 

 
5. When the installation completes, you will be asked to 

restart your computer as follows:  
 

 
 

6. Click Finish.  Your installation of BEEFSOURCE™ will 
be complete once your computer reboots!  

 

Upgrade Installation – 
To upgrade from your current version of BeefLink 2™, the 
instructions will be the same as for the BEEFSOURCE™ 

upgrade, except that all files will stay in your AgInfo\BeefLink 
folder.  So replace all references to the BeefSource folder 

with BeefLink as you move through this manual. 
 

To upgrade from your current version of BEEFSOURCE™… 
 

1. Insert the CD in your CD-ROM drive. The following 
screen will display: 
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If the install does not start, click on the Start 
button, select "Run" and browse to your CD-
ROM drive and double-click on Setup.exe. Then 
click OK. 

 
2. Once the installation files are copied, the following 

screen will display. The default selection is "Repair", 
which will upgrade all the components of your current 
installation.  

 
3. Click Next.  The following dialog box will display:  

 

 
 

4. As this window states, there is new functionality in this 
upgrade.  Depending on your current version, your 
system may require different configurations prior to use, 
so please contact your TSA or the AgInfoLink HelpDesk 
for assistance.  Click the OK button to continue with the 
installation. 
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5. Once the installation is complete, simply click the 

Finish button and you are done! 
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Entity Registration 
 
This component allows you to easily configure background 
information and databases where all data can be stored.  Once 
all paths are set, you should not need to change any of these 
settings.  Things that you can edit within Entity Registration: 
 

1. Entity ID that will be applied to all data collected.  (The 
EntityID identifies who does own or has owned the 
animal during its production process.) 

2. Location and name of the database where collected 
animal data will be stored. 

3. Location and name of the database where configuration 
settings (Regimens, devices, Workcards, etc.) will be 
stored. 

4. Sound files location. 
5. Report templates location. 
6. Locale for Events and Details. 
7. Workcard Active Configuration 
8. Language displayed. 

 
To open Entity Registration go to the 
"C:\AgInfo\BeefSource" folder and double-click 
the file "RegSetup.exe" (see Windows Explorer 
example below): 

 

 
 

This will open the Entity Registration setup 
component: 

System Configuration 

 



 Section A – SYSTEM CONFIGURATION 
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Defaults for all fields (excluding password) are set up at 
installation.  You can change any default value as needed, 
however. 
 

Enter a current password only if you are changing 
the Entity ID.  To get a current password, you must 
contact your TSA or call the AgInfoLink Help Desk at 
(800) 287-8787 (U.S. and Canada). 

 
How To Change Default Values: 
 

Entity ID:  An Entity ID is a distinct identification that is 
recorded each time data is collected on an animal. 

 
1. Enter a current password (see note above). 
2. Key in the desired name for your new Entity ID.  If you 

are not sure what to name your new entity, please 
contact your TSA or the AgInfoLink Help Desk, (see 
note above). 

3. Click Apply then OK. 
 

Server Connection:  Points to the location of an Events 
database that is not on your local hard drive and is used only 
with the Enterprise version of this software. 

 
1. Click the Browse button to the right of this display box, 

or type in the path. 
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2. Click Apply then OK. 
 

BEEFSOURCE DB:  Also known as the "Events database", 
this is the database where all animal records (each "record" 
is a group of Events) are stored. 

 
1. Click the Browse button to the right of this display box, 

choose from the dropdown or type in the path. 
2. The default name is AgInfoEvents.mdb and can be 

found in the BEEFSOURCE™ installation folder on your 
local hard drive. 

3. Click Apply then OK. 
 

Components DB:  The database is where configuration 
settings, such as Regimens, are stored.   

 
1. Click the Browse button to the right of this display box or 

type in the path. 
2. The default name is AgInfoComponents and is stored 

within your BEEFSOURCE™ installation folder. 
3. Click Apply then OK. 
 
BeefLink Path:  The location of the BEEFSOURCE™ files. 

 
1. Do NOT change this path unless you have installed 

BEEFSOURCE™ on your computer to a disk other than 
Local Disk (C:) 

 
Sound Files Path:  The location of the audio files. 

 
1. Click the Browse button to the right of this display box or 

type in the path. 
2. The default path is C:\AgInfo\BeefSource\Sounds.  
3. Click Apply then OK. 

 
Report Files Path:  The location of the report files. 

 
1. Click the Browse button to the right of this display box or 

type in the path. 
2. The default path is C:\AgInfo\BeefSource\Report 

Templates 
3. Click Apply then OK. 

 
Event Configuration:  The region chosen for Event 
Configuration. 
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1. Do not change this, or your software will not operate as 

expected.  This should have been setup by AgInfoLink 
personnel during your initial install. 

 
Alias Configuration:  The Active Workcard configuration 
chosen.  There is none by default.  See Edit Workcards first, 
then be sure the correct Alias Configuration is chosen here. 

 
1. Your Workcards will not operate if the proper 

configuration is not chosen. 
 

Language:  The language used to display labels on all of 
the BEEFSOURCE™ components.  English – U.S. is the 
default. 

 
1. Select a language from the dropdown box to the right of 

this display box. 
2. Click Apply then OK. 

 
The System button in the upper right corner of 
Entity Registration provides a shortcut to your 
local System (computer) information.   
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©2002-2005 AgInfoLink A-5 REV: 20050614 

 

Device Ports (AgInfoPorts) 
 
Device Ports is a tool that allows the user to manage hardware 
devices.  The user can set parameters on the type of data and 
communication settings that are permitted with a selected 
device.  
 

To open AgInfoPorts go to the START/All Programs 
menu of your Windows system and select "Device 
Ports" from within the AgInfoLink Folder (below left): 

 

 
 
When started for the first time, 
AgInfoPorts will look like the image 
at right: 
 
Note that the window contains four identical sections.  Each of 
these sections represents one �Device�, (a TagTracker, a scale, 
etc.) which can be set up to send data into your machine.  Each 
section is also pre-configured to receive a different device-type, 
RFID, scale, etc.  You can change these as needed. 
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Before you can use Device Ports to collect data, you 
must complete the configuration settings for each 
device you intend to use.  Please read on. 

 
To setup AgInfoPorts, perform the following steps: 
 
How To Set A Port and Other Properties For A Device: 
 

1. To set up a Communications Port:  Click the (Port) 
button (it may show "COM#", instead, where # is a 
number). 

 
�  

 
 
 
 

2. The following screen will display: 
 

 
 

3. Select a Device from the 
dropdown combobox, if 
one is not already 
selected. 

 
4. Select the COM Port to 

which the Device is 
connected. 
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5. Move the Device 1 Properties window 
to the right so you can see the COM 
Port light in the main DevicePorts 
window. 

 
6. Click Activate Port, at the bottom of 

the Device 1 Properties window. 
 

7. If the COM Port light turns green, 
close the Device 1 Properties window. 

 
If the COM Port light turns red, your device is 
not on this COM port.  Please read on to 
determine the correct COM port for your device, 
then perform this setup again. 

 
How To Determine The COM Port Number For Your Device 
 

1. Right-click on "My Computer" on your desktop and 
select "Properties".  

2. Go to the "Hardware" tab, open "Device Manager" and 
then open "Ports". 

3. All communication (COM) and printer ports will be 
listed.  Note the number of the COM port for the device 
attached. 

4. If necessary, perform the "How To Set A Port…" 
procedure (described above) again. 

 
How To Load Pre-Configured Device Settings 
 

1. Still in the top section of Device Ports, click the (Device) 
button, which probably now says "RFID"… 

 
 
 

�  
 
 
 

2. The "Load/Save Device Default Settings" window 
should appear: 

 

COM 
Port light. 
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3. On the left is a list of pre-configured settings for 
common hardware.  Select "RFID:  TT2 AND BT3".  
The "Load/Save Device Default Settings" window 
should now look similar to this: 

 

 
 

Details about this window: 
I. All the settings and choices in this window pertain only to the 

one Device-section from which you opened it, in this case the 
top section, Device 1. 

II. RFID stands for ‘Radio-Frequency IDentifier’, sometimes also 
called a 'transponder'. 

III. GPS stands for ‘Global Positioning System’. 
IV. Each name in the Default Devices list box (on the left) 

represents an entire group of characteristics pertaining to that 
device.  Some of those characteristics are listed in the Select 
Valid Filters… grid (on the right), such as what numbers an 
incoming data-string must contain in particular places, how 
long the string must be, etc.  Note the column titles. 
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V. Strip White Space means remove any empty spaces before 
and after the incoming data-string. 

VI. The entire grid of settings (on the right) applies to the single 
highlighted Device-name in the listbox. 

VII. In the case of the "RFID:  TT2 AND BT3" Device, the Valid 
Filters grid will describe the acceptable formats of incoming 
data expected from reading the most common RFID tag 
brands. 

 
4. Click the Load button.  You won�t see anything happen, 

but all the settings for "RFID:  TT2 AND BT3" are now 
loaded and ready to use for Device 1. 

 
The Save and Delete buttons are for advanced 
users only.  Do not use these buttons without 
prior advice. 

 
 
How To Test Your Devices 
 
With the Device, COM Port, and Filters Selected, you are now 
ready to test your device. 
 

1. Ensure that your hardware device (in this case, one of 
our TagTrackers or some other acceptable type of RFID 
tag reader) is connected and turned on. 

2. Activate the Port, if not already done.  The COM Port 
light should turn green, and stay that way. 

3. Scan a tag or Workcard.  The top (Device 1) section of 
the AgInfoPorts window will appear similar to this: 

 

 
 

4. The number shown here is purely an example, and not 
necessarily the number that you will see.  During the 
scan, the Device button (now labeled RFID) should turn 
green briefly, then go out again. 

5. If the data does not appear as above, contact your TSA 
or call the AgInfoLink Help Desk at (800) 287-8787. 
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Edit Workcards  
 
Edit Workcards is a tool that allows the user to edit Workcards 
ordered from AgInfoLink.  There are two types of Workcards 
available, User Defined and Utility.  Both types come with a 31/2" 
floppy diskette or CD with the configuration data on it.  And the 
configurations need to be loaded before using.  Once loaded, 
your configuration is saved to a database on your computer.  If 
you make any edits to your configurations, you can then also 
save the configuration to a file or disk.   
 

 
 
How To Load A Configuration: 
 

1. Click the Load button at the lower right-hand corner of 
the screen.  The following screen appears: 

 

 
 

2. Click  on the "File:" combobox.  The "Open" screen 
will appear. 

 
You can also type in the path and filename. 
 

3. Browse for your desired configuration file 
(A:\>filename<) on the 31/2" floppy diskette that came 
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with your Workcard.  Click the selected file to highlight it 
and press Open. 

4. The "Load Event Aliases" screen will reappear. 
5. The file selected will appear in the "File:" combobox. 
6. Click Load. 
7. The configuration is now loaded into Edit Workcards. 

 
Be sure to set your newly loaded configuration 
as the "Active Configuration" at the top of the 
screen before attempting to use that 
configuration 

 
How To Edit A Configuration 
 

Your Tag Tracker or tag reader must be set up 
in Device Ports first (refer to the Device Ports 
section in this manual) 

 
1. Open Edit Workcards to edit your Workcard Events 
2. Choose an Active Configuration from the Active 

Configuration dropdown combo, and press Enter. 
3. If the grid below is not already expanded to show the 

green-and-yellow rows of individual aliases, click the 
plus sign (  ) at the left end of the row containing the 
Active Configuration you’ve chosen. 

4. Click the "Event Type" field in the row of the Event you 
wish to edit. 

5. Click  on the combobox that will appear, and move 
the mouse to the Event Type you wish to associate with 
the transponder, and click on it.  The new Event Type 
should now be displayed in the field. 

6. Press Tab to move to the "Event Detail" column and 
choose from the dropdown or key in the Event Detail 
that you want associated with the transponder. 

7. Press Tab to move to the "Sound" column and choose 
a sound for the Event.  If you don’t assign one there will 
be a default sound wave set for either the Event or 
Event Detail.  The name of this .wav will not appear in 
the grid. 

8. Press Enter from the Sound field to save this row and 
move to the next row. 

9. Repeat from Step 4 to 9 until all transponders are 
configured. 

10. The following screen is an example of a properly set up 
configuration: 
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How To Save A Configuration to a file or disk 
 
You can use this option if you would like to move your Workcard 
configuration to another computer. 
 

1. Click the Save button at the lower-right-hand corner of 
the form.  The following screen will appear: 

 

 
 

2. Check the box next to the configuration(s) you want to 
save, as shown below: 
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3. Now that you have selected your configuration(s), you 

need to enter a filename to save them into.  Click the  
on the "File:" combobox, and you’ll get a "Save As" 
window.  There you can choose the directory and 
filename you wish to use.  Be sure to include a ".txt" 
extension on the filename. 

 

 
 

You can also type in the complete path and 
filename into the Save Event Aliases "File:" 
combobox itself. 

 
4. Once you click Save in the "Save As" window, you will 

be brought back to the Save Event Aliases box, where 
you will be able to see the path and filename you’ve 
chosen. 

5. Click Save in the Save Event Aliases box.  You will 
receive a message telling you how many "records" 
(grid-rows) were saved. 

6. Click the  in the top right corner to close Edit 
Workcards. 
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How To Test A Workcard Event 
 

1. Once Events are assigned to a Workcard, you may 
want to test to make sure the correct information 
corresponds to the right transponder. 

2. To do this, click the Test button on the main screen or 
from the Individual Animal Manager screen, click on the 
Test Workcards button at the top of the window.  The 
following screen will display: 

 

 
 

3. Scan your transponder and check the information 
displayed. 

4. If the information is incorrect, make the necessary 
changes by selecting the correct information from the 
dropdown combox(es). 

5. Once the corrections are made, click the Change 
button to save the changes. 

6. Click the  button in the upper-right-hand corner to 
close this window. 
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Edit Sequences 
 
Edit Sequences is used when Visual ID tags, Metal tags, or any 
other identification devices are being applied to animals in 
sequenced order.  When you use Sequences within the 
Regimens component, the next tag in the sequence-series 
you’ve created will be automatically applied to each animal 
worked.  The next-sequenced tag can also be applied to an 
animal’s record individually. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How To Set Up Sequencing of Tags 
 

1. Type a name for your Sequence in the "Name" field.  In 
the example above, "VISUALID" is the Sequence’ 
name. 

�  The Sequence name MUST exactly match the name 
of an Event that already exists in your Components 
database.  If this is a problem, contact your TSA or 
the AgInfoLink Help Desk to update your 
Components database. 

2. Tab to the "Prefix" field.   
�  If the Tags all have the same alpha or numeric prefix, 

key in that prefix 
�  In the example, the Visual ID tags all begin with "Y". 

3. Tab to the "Suffix" field. 
�  If the Tags all have the same alpha or numeric suffix, 

key in that suffix. 

To create an Event 
in IAM that uses this 
Sequence, the 
EventType would be 
"VISUALID" and the 
Detail would be 
"AUTO:VID". 

This is the number 
the Sequence will 
begin with. 
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�  In the example, the Visual ID tags do not have a 
common suffix so the box was left blank. 

4. Tab to the "NextSequence" field. 
5. Key in the first number that will be applied to an 

animal’s record. 
�  In the example, the first Visual ID will be Y1000, so 

"1000" is entered in this field. 
6. Tab to the "Increment" field. 

�  The Increment indicates by what number the tags will 
increase.  If the first number is 1000, and we 
increment by "1", the next number would be 1001, 
then 1002, etc.  If we increment by "2", then the next 
number in the Sequence would be 1002, then 1004, 
etc. 

7. Tab to the "Digits" box. 
�  This number indicates the total number of numeric 

characters to be displayed, excluding the prefix and 
suffix. 

�  For example, if NextSequence was set to "5", but the 
numeric Visual ID you want to display was actually 
"0005", then you would set Digits to 4.  Through this, 
the three leading zeroes you want will be supplied 
automatically. 

8. Press Enter. 
�  The configuration MUST be moved below the bar to 

be saved and used. 
9. Once your Sequence(s) are set up, you can close Edit 

Sequences.  Click the  in the top right corner to close 
the window. 

10. You MUST contact your TSA or the AgInfoLink Help 
Desk to update your Components database with the 
configuration of the Sequence you just set up if it uses 
an Event not already set up in BEEFSOURCE™.  The 
Sequence will not work until you have completed this 
step. 

11. Now you can set up an Event in Individual Animal 
Manager or Edit Workcards for automatic sequencing. 

 
How To Set Up Events Which Will Automatically Apply 
Sequenced IDs.  
 

1. In Edit Workcards or in "Add Events" in Regimens, set 
up an Event using one of the "Names" from your Edit 
Sequences grid. 
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�  For instance, you might use VISUALID, METALTAG, 
BRUCELLSOSIS TAG, etc. 

2. Set up the EventDetail as "AUTO:>Name<". 
�  For example, if the "Name" used in Edit Sequences is 

"VISUALID", as in the picture above, then the 
EventDetail would be "AUTO:VISUALID". 

�  Note:  The "Name" must appear EXACTLY as it 
appears in the Edit Sequences grid (case sensitive). 
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_     
 

Individual Animal Manager 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

The Individual Animal Manager is the core 
component used during automated data collection. 
It works with other tools in BeefLink 2 to provide 
easy data collection and real-time calculations, as 
well as the ability to quickly find and review animal 
records.  Boxes at the top of the screen display 
information such as IDs, birthdate, sex, etc. 

The Regimens 
component. 

"Apply 
Regimen on 
EID Scan".  
When "on", this 
will apply all 
Active 
Regimens to 
the new animal 
each time one 
is loaded or 
created. 

The "Event 
Tree" contains 
all the Events for  
the currently 
loaded animal. 

Data Collection 

The "Top-Box" 
section.  
Displays Detail 
for each red 
button�s 
EventType.  
Speaks back 
the green ones. 

The "Apply Single Event" section. 

The Animal Counter. 
Visual ID SpeakBack 
is "turned on". 

Apply all "Active Regimens" 
to the currently loaded 
animal, immediately. 
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How To Create Or Load An Animal Record: 
 
Unlike some of our other components, the Animal Manager 
applies (or views) data on only one animal at a time.  In order to 
apply new data or review the data on an existing animal, either a 
new animal must be created or an existing animal must be 
loaded into Animal Manager. 
 
Creating a new animal is simply a matter of scanning an ID tag 
that is not currently being used: 

�  By any other animal in the Events database you are 
working with. 

�  To fire a Workcard Event. 
�  As a security ID for a system operator. 
�  For any other purpose that might interfere with its use as 

an Animal ID. 
You can scan in any ISO compliant RFID tag, or any 15-digit 
barcode ID.  Scanning such a tag makes a new animal and 
prepares it to receive data from the system.  A new-animal scan 
may also automatically apply Regimens you�ve set up (see the 
"Regimens" section, below) and trigger other operations within 
the system. 
 
Loading (also referred to as "calling up" or "pulling up") an 
existing animal is just as easy, and may be done in several 
different ways: 
 

1. EID:   
�  Scan the tag of an existing animal. 
�  Click the  of the EID combobox to fill and open the 

dropdown list of animals already existing in the 
Events database.  Scroll to and click the EID of the 
animal you want.  Press Enter.   

�  Note:  You cannot type an EID number into this 
combobox. 

 
Please be aware that, if there is a large 
number of animals in the database, filling 
the list (first time only) may take a few 
moments. 

 
2. Visual ID:   

�  Select or type a Visual ID number in the combobox to 
the right of the Visual ID button (shown in green, 
below).  You�ll need to press Enter either method you 
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use.  Note:  If more than one animal is using or has 
used this Visual ID, a list of EID numbers will appear 
(see below).  You may choose which animal to load 
by selecting the desired EID from the list and 
pressing Enter. 

3. Metal Tag:   
�  Select or type a Metal Tag number in the combobox 

to the right of the Metal Tag button.  If you are typing, 
you�ll need to press Enter.  Note:  If more than one 
animal is using or has used this Metal Tag number, a 
list of EID numbers will appear (see below).  You may 
choose which animal to load by selecting the desired 
EID from the list. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How To Apply A Single Event: 
 

1. Once an animal record is displayed, click the  on the 
Event combobox at the bottom of the Animal Manager 
window and select an Event. 

2. Tab to the Detail combobox. 
3. Click the  of the Detail combobox and select or key in 

a Detail.  If the dropdown combo�s background is red, 
you can’t key in; you can only pick from its dropdown 
list. 

4. Click the Apply This Event button after each Event and 
Detail pair is selected.   

 
How To Apply Multiple Events: 
 

1. To collect the same Events on all animals being 
worked, create a Regimen.  All the Events in the 
Regimen will be applied to every animal.  For Events 
whose Details you expect to all be the same, such as 

When more than one animal has 
(or has had) the same Visual ID, 
the multiple EIDs for the animals 
will appear in a dropdown. 

Animal Counter 
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DATE-VACCINATE, put in your desired date as the 
Detail.  For Events whose Details you expect to vary, 
such as WT, VISUALID, or COLOR, you can set up 
Details such as "AUTO:SCALE", to get the animal�s 
current weight from your scale, "AUTO:VISUALID", to 
have the next in a numeric sequence of VID tag-
numbers applied, and "SCAN", so you can scan a 
Workcard to get the right color. 

2. See "Regimens" for more details. 
 
How To Apply Automatically Sequenced And "Device-
Collected"  Events: 

For Sequenced Events: 

1. For this example, we have used the Edit Sequences 
component to create a Sequence we�ve called 
"METALTAG". 

 
Please see the "Edit Sequences" section for 
detailed information on Sequences and how to 
create them. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. To set up a single Event which will apply the next 
METALTAG number (2034345) as its Detail, select any 
existing EventType (here, we used "METALTAG" to 
keep things simple), and add a Detail beginning with the 
word "AUTO:" and ending with the exact name of the 
Sequence, in this case, also "METALTAG". 

The Sequence 
name is METAL 
TAG. 

 

The next number 
in the Sequence 
is 2034345. 
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3. To apply the consecutive numbers from the METALTAG 
Sequence to every animal being worked, simply add 
this same Event/Detail to a Regimen. 

For Device-Collected Events: 

When data is fed directly from a hardware device such as a 
scale, a thermometer, a GPS reader, etc. into an animal�s 
records in the AgInfoEvents database, we refer to that data as a 
"Device-Collected Event".  To set up an Event/Detail pair to use 
as for "Device-Collection", do this: 
 

1. The four default DeviceTypes that are installed with 
BEEFSOURCE™ are:  GPS, RFID, SCALE, and 
THERM.  Your TSA may have created more for you in 
customizing the install to your specific needs.  Any 
DeviceTypes that you are currently using will be 
configured in Device Ports.  Decide which device you 
want to set up for Device-Collection.  For this example, 
we�ll use a scale. 

 

 
 

For more information on Devices and their 
configuration in the BEEFSOURCE™ system, 
please see the section "Device Ports 

(AgInfoPorts)". 
 

2. To set up an Event that will automatically apply 
incoming scale data as its Detail, select any existing 

Event set up to automatically collect the next 
number in the Sequence named "METALTAG". 

 

In AgInfoPorts, 
the DeviceType 
is shown here. 
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EventType (we used "WT-WEAN"), and add a Detail 
beginning with the word "AUTO:" and ending with the 
name of the DeviceType whose data you want to 
collect.  Here, the example would be "AUTO:SCALE". 

 
For a complete listing of all "Special and Utility 
Events" (such as "AUTO:"), please refer to the 
sections '"Special" Events' and '"Utility" Events' 
near the end of this manual. 

 
How To Apply "Workcard"  Events: 
 
Yet another way to apply a single Event/Detail is through our 
Workcard feature.  A Workcard is a large plastic card that has 
RFID transponders embedded every few inches along the 
edges.  Through the Edit Workcards component, each of these 
transponders can be set up to "fire" its own particular 
Event/Detail pair when scanned.  You can even set up a 
Workcard transponder to fire an entire Regimen! 
 

Please refer to the "Edit Workcards" section of this 
Manual for instructions on how to install the 
Workcard configuration that came with this install 
package. 

 
1. To apply a Workcard Event, either load an existing 

animal into Animal Manager or scan an unused EID tag 
to create a new animal. 

2. Once the animal is loaded and its records are visible, or 
any Regimens applied, scan the Workcard transponder 
that will fire your desired Event/Detail pair. 

�  You may not be able to see the transponder in the 
card – when not embedded in one of the usual plastic 
tags, they are only a little larger than a grain of wheat 
– but there should be a label on the card that 
corresponds to the location of the transponder.  Act 
as if you�re scanning the label. 

3. Verify that the correct Event/Detail was added to the 
animal�s records. 

 
How To Count Animals Within A Session:  
 

1. The animal counter will be available each 
time Individual Animal Manager is started.  It 
only counts animals that are scanned in or 
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that have Events applied to their record while loaded. 
2. To reset the counter to zero, double-click on the cow 

picture just above the counter-number itself. 
 
How To View An Existing Animal's Record:  
 
Viewing an existing animal record is simply a matter of loading 
the animal into Animal Manager.  This will display all the animal�s 
Events in the Event Tree, the main window on the left side of the 
Animal Manager.  You may load an animal by its EID, Visual ID, 
or Metal Tag number.  If you know the Visual ID, click on the 
dropdown arrow  next to the Visual ID field at the top of the 
window. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1. To call up an animal by its EID, you may use the EID 
combobox dropdown list or you may scan an EID tag.  
You may not type a number into the EID combo, 
however. 

2. To use the Visual ID call-up, either click the  on the 
combobox to the right of the button labeled "Visual ID" 
and select the ID number from the resulting dropdown 
list, or type in the Visual ID number. 

3. Using the Metal Tag call-up is identical to using the 
Visual ID, in step 2. 

 
How To View Detailed Information About An Event: 
 

1. To view more information about an Event and Detail, 
click the Event in the Events Tree.  The "Event Drill-
Down" window will open:  

 

Click on arrow to get Visual ID 
dropdown box. 
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This window provides detailed information about the selected 
Event, such the animal it applies to, its Type, its Detail, when it 
was created and by whom, and its "Entry Method" (this particular 
Event was "keyed in", which just means typed).   
 
Every Event also has a unique Event ID.  This identifier is very 
complex, and guarantees that no other Event anywhere in the 
world, or at any time, will have this same ID.  This uniqueness 
ensures an extremely high degree of data-accuracy. 
 
There may also be a Parent Event ID, if the Event you�re viewing 
is a child linked to a parent.  The Parent ID is not unique, since 
there may be many child-Events that have the same parent-
Event. 
 

Audio Feedback 
 
The Audio Feedback features of the BEEFSOURCE™ system 
can be very valuable to you.  These features save time for your 
operators and can greatly enhance data-accuracy.   
 
Individual Animal Manager provides audible responses in three 
main areas: 
 

1. When you are prompted to enter data ("Scan BREED"). 
2. When you are collecting data directly through a device, 

such as a scale ("Six eight two pounds"). 
3. When you wish to hear (rather than read) the contents of 

any of the "top-boxes" upon scanning an animal ("Visual 
ID Y one two three").   

"K" means that this Event�s 
Detail was keyed (typed) in. 
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For flexibility, there are options in Animal Manager to turn these 
functions on or off. 
 
How To Turn Audio Feedback On Or Off: 
 
Animal Manager can "speak back" the contents of any of the 
"top-boxes" when you scan an animal.  The default setting for 
this basic audio feedback is "off", but you can change that for 
one or many of the top-boxes with a few simple clicks. 
 

1. The "red label" to the left of each of the top-box combo- 
and textboxes is not just a label – it is the on/off switch 
for SpeakBack for that box. 

2. You can change the setting of the SpeakBack function 
by clicking the (usually) red button to the box�s left.  If the 
button is red, the click will turn it green and turn on 
SpeakBack.  If the button is green, the click will turn it 
red and turn off SpeakBack. 

3. You will need a sound file for each EventDetail you wish 
to display in a top-box.  BEEFSOURCE™ ™ 2 comes 
with a complete set of sound files that cover all the 
EventTypes that are installed with the system.  However, 
if you have had your TSA set up some custom 
EventTypes and you want to hear them spoken back, 
you will need to obtain a matching sound file for each 
one from AgInfoLink. 
�  The file format must be ".wav". 
�  The name of the sound file must exactly match its 

custom EventType, such as "HOOF-
DIAMETER.wav". 

4. There are several other audio-feedback features that 
also can be configured to your specific needs.  Discuss 
your wishes with your TSA, and he or she may be able 
to customize them for you. 

 
The red button to the left of each of the 
textboxes in the top section of Animal Manager 
tells what data will be displayed in that text-
/combobox when a new animal is loaded.  At 
install, a default set of EventTypes is placed in 
the buttons, but the buttons and boxes can be 
configured to display any EventDetail you want.  
Talk to your TSA if you'd like to customize these 
buttons and boxes. 
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Regimens 
 
Regimens is a tool which allows you to create a custom list of 
Events to apply to all the animals in a particular group or to all 
those being worked within a given period.  For example, steers 
of a certain age might be grouped together and worked 
identically, and you would probably be collecting the same data 
on each.  In this case, using a Regimen would be ideal.  You can 
create each Regimen yourself, "by hand", or you can choose 
from a list of pre-built Regimens templates, each designed for a 
specific purpose.  
 
Note that, in the Regimens component�s picture, below, the list of 
Regimen-names and the Events in each Regimen are displayed 
in a "tree control", very similar to the ones used in Windows 
Explorer and many other Windows programs. 
 

 
 

Branch-name, or folder.  This branch is 
the "Working Regimens" branch, and it 
shows all the Regimens currently 
available for application (note the 
checkbox on the first Regimen-name). 

Click a button 
to turn Speak-
Back On or 
Off.  Green 
indicates on. 

Regimen-name.  

Event (& Detail).  
This one happens 
to be a "parent". 

The "parent" Event, above, 
has 3 "child" Events.  
"Child" Events can also be 
parents, themselves. 

These Events have no children, as 
shown by the absence of +/- boxes.  
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How To Set Up A "Working"  Regimen:  
 
The very first time you open the Regimens component after 
installing BEEFSOURCE™, it should look like this: 
 

 
 
The Branch-name at the top shows you are viewing the 
"Regimens Templates" branch, and all the items listed below it 
are template-names, as shown by the "_" prefix.  You cannot 
apply a Regimen Template to an animal directly; you must make 
a copy of the Template and put it in the Working Regimens 
branch, first. 
 
If you were to view the "Working Regimens" branch right now (by 
clicking the  button beside Regimens Templates or by scrolling 
all the way to the bottom of the list), you would see that there are 
currently no Working Regimens listed in that branch.  Here�s 
what to do: 
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1. Right-click on a Regimen Template you would like to 
use.  A context menu will open.  

 

 
 

2. Click "Copy to Regimens".  The context menu will 
disappear (nothing else will seem to occur). 

3. Scroll down to the Working Regimens branch.  You 
should now find the following there: 

 

 
 

4. To apply the "1 - BASIC ENROLLMENT" Regimen to 
each animal you work, click its checkbox to set the 
Regimen to "Active". 

 
How To Create Your Own Regimens: 
 

1. Choose the "_1 – Custom Regimen" Template and 
"Copy to Regimens", as above. 

2. Move down to the Working Regimens list and right-click 
the Custom Regimen name; a context menu will open, 
somewhat different from the earlier one. 

 

Click to copy a Regimen 
Template to the Working 
Regimens branch. 

1 - BASIC ENROLLMENT was 
copied, renamed (no "_"), and 
added to the Working Regimens 
Branch. 
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3. Click "Rename Regimen", and the "1 - CUSTOM 
REGIMEN" name will change appearance and allow 
you to type in a new name at that location.   

�  You may call your custom Regimen anything you like, 
including "1 - CUSTOM REGIMEN", as shown.   

�  You may keep the numeric prefix or drop it, your 
choice. 

�  However, DO NOT put an underline-prefix ("_") on it 
as the first character, or it will be treated as a 
Template, and be moved to the Templates branch. 

�  For this example, change the "CUSTOM REGIMEN” 
name to "MY REGIMEN". 

�  Once you add some Event/Details to it, the new MY 
REGIMEN will be preserved in your 
AgInfoComponents database, along with the others. 

4. Follow the steps below to add any Events and Details 
you wish to the new Regimen. 

 
How To Add Events To A Regimen:  
 

1. Right-click on MY REGIMEN in the Working Regimens 
branch and select "Add Events".   

 

Click "Rename Regimen". 
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2. The Add New Events dialog box will appear: 
 

 
 

Note that the "Parent Item" named at the top of the 
dialog box is MY REGIMEN.  When you use "Add 
Events" (as opposed to "Add Child Events" – see next 
section), your new Event is always added one level 
"below" the Regimen-name. 

 
Speed Tip – Add Events:  If the Event combo 
is highlighted blue (as above), instead of doing 
steps 3. & 4. below, try this – type the letter "v".  
Without even dropping down the list, the 
EventType VACCINATE will appear in the Event 
combo. 

 

 

Parent Item is 
MY REGIMEN. 
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3. Click the  on the "Event" combobox.  You should get a 
dropdown list similar to this: 

 

 
 

4. Scroll down the list to the EventType VACCINATE and 
click it.  This should enter VACCINATE into the Event 
combobox and the list should disappear. 

5. Press Tab to go to the "Detail" combobox and click its 
.  Select "7-WAY" from the list. 

6. Now you have set up an Event/Detail pair called 
"VACCINATE:7-WAY".  To retain this and have it added 
to your Regimen, you must click Add to List.  This will 
move VACCINATE:7-WAY down into the listbox and 
reset the comboboxes ready to create another 
Event/Detail.  Note that, on the possibility that you may 
want to create another VACCINATE Event, VACCINATE 
was retained in the Event combobox. 
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Note:  Do NOT click the "Use Default on 
Startup" checkbox or the "Dft" checkbox down in 
the list.  These perform functions reserved for 
your TSA's use, and will cause unpredictable 
results if used while collecting animal data. 

 
7. If you wish to add more Events to MY REGIMEN, simply 

continue this same process for each one you want to 
add.  You may add as many as you like.  Don�t forget to 
click Add to List for each pair. 

8. When you�re finished, click the Save button.  This should 
close the Add Events dialog box and add your listed 
Event/Details to the Regimens tree, just below MY 
REGIMEN on the Working Regimens branch. 

 
How To Add "Child Events"  To A Regimen:  
 
Child Events are linked to other Events, known as Parent 
Events, and allow you to collect more information on those 
Parent Events.  For instance, the "DOSAGE" Event is usually 
used as a Child Event of the "VACCINATE" Event.  It tells us 
how much of a particular vaccine was given.  In the example 
below, we are creating a DOSAGE Child Event for the 
Event/Detail pair "VACCINATE:7-WAY". 
 

1. Right-click VACCINATE:7-WAY to bring up the context 
menu. 

2. Select "Add Child Events". 
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3. The Add New Events dialog box will open.  It will appear 
to be exactly the same as mentioned in "How To Add 
Events…", above, but there is one very important 
difference:  The "Parent Item" named here will be 
"VACCINATE:7-WAY" instead of MY REGIMEN.   

 
For "Add Child Events", whatever individual item 
you right-clicked in the Regimens tree will 
become the Parent to the Event you are about to 
add. 

 

 
 

 

Parent Item is 
VACCINATE:
7-WAY. 
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Speed Tip – Add Child Events:  We want to 
select the EventType "DOSAGE".  If the Event 
combobox is highlighted blue (as above), type 
the letter "d".  This will bring the first EventType 
starting with "D" into the Event combobox.  This 
EventType will probably be "DAM-AGE" or 
something similar.  Since DAM-AGE is not the 
EventType we want, do the following:  Type both 
the letters "d" and "o", as quickly as you can.  
The EventType "DOSAGE" should appear in the 
Event combobox. 

 
4. Click the  on the Event combobox to drop down its list.  

Scroll down to DOSAGE in the list and select it.  The list 
should disappear. 

5. Tab over to the Detail combobox, click its , and select 
"KEY" from its list (KEY will allow you to "key-in", or type, 
the exact dosage of the vaccination when the Regimen 
applies this Event to the animal).   

6. Click Add to List to move your selections into the 
listbox. 

 

 
 

7. If you wish to add more Child Events to the 
VACCINATE:7-WAY Parent Event, simply follow the 
same process as for DOSAGE:KEY.  You may add as 
many as you like.  After selecting each pair, one Event 
and one Detail, be sure to click the Add to List button.   
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8. Click Save when you�re finished adding Child Events.  
This should close the Add New Events dialog box and 
add your listed Event/Details to the Regimens tree, just 
below VACCINATE:7-WAY on the Working Regimens 
branch.  Note that a /  box has been added to 
VACCINATE:7-WAY, to show that it "has children". 

 

 
 

NOTES: 
1.  Any item in the tree can be a Parent. 
2.  A Parent can have any number of Children. 
3.  Any Child can also be made a Parent. 
4.  Parent/Child linking can go as many levels 
deep as necessary (or at least, practical). 

 
How To Edit An Event's Detail Or A Child-Event's Detail :  
 
When reviewing a Regimen you may decide that you would like 
to change an Event�s Detail or a Child-Event�s Detail.  To do this: 
 

1. Right-click on the Event whose Detail you would like to 
change and select "Change Event Detail" from the 
resulting context menu.  The Change Event dialog box 
will open.   

2. To change the Detail, select a new Detail from the Detail 
combo�s dropdown list or key in a new Detail. 

 

 

 Section B – DATA COLLECTION 
 

 
©2002-2005 AgInfoLink B-20 REV: 20050614 

If the Detail combobox is red (as shown below), 
your Detail-choices are said to be "Restricted to 
List".  This means that you can only select from 
its dropdown list; you may not type in your own 
Detail. 

 
3. Click Save when the change is complete. 

 

 
 
How to Rename a Regimen:  
 
If you make changes to a Regimen and would like to rename the 
Regimen, do this: 
 

1. Right-click the Regimen�s name and select "Rename 
Regimen" from the resulting pop-up menu. 

 

 
 

Click to 
Rename MY 
REGIMEN. 
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2. The flashing typing-cursor will move inside a box drawn 
around the Regimen-name, like this: 

 

 
3. At this point, the regular text-editing rules apply.  You 

may add to the beginning, end, or middle of the existing 
name, change only part of it, or start over entirely, as 
you wish.  When you�re finished, hit Enter, or click 
outside the name-editing box.  This will apply and save 
the new name. 

 
How To Delete A Regimen:  
 
If you will no longer use a Regimen and you wish to delete it: 
 

1. Right-click the Regimen�s name and select "Delete 
Regimen" from the resulting pop-up menu.   

 

 
 

Flashing cursor is 
now here. 
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2. A confirmation-box will appear, showing the selected 
Regimen�s name in square brackets: 

 

 
 

3. Click Yes to delete (or press Enter), No if you selected 
the wrong Regimen. 

 
You cannot delete individual Events from a 
Regimen.  If you make a mistake when adding 
Events to your Regimen, you must delete the 
whole Regimen and start over from copying the 
template to the Working Regimens branch.  

 
How To Set A Regimen "Active" :  
 
To Activate a Regimen means to "turn it on", so that it will be 
applied to each animal you work from that point on.  You may 
activate multiple Regimens at the same time.  An Active 
Regimen appears in bold and has a checkmark in its box.  Both 
1 - BASIC ENROLLMENT and MY REGIMEN are set Active in 
the picture below. 
 

  
 

Click here to 
Apply all Active 
Regimens to 
every animal as 
it is scanned. 

Click here to 
Apply all Active 
Regimens to the 
single currently 
loaded animal. 
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How To Apply A Regimen:  
 
You may apply a Regimen(s) either to an individual animal or to 
every animal scanned. 
 

�  To apply Regimens to individual animals:  Make 
sure you have at least one Regimen set Active (its 
checkbox checked), then click the Apply Active Now 
button.  All Activated Regimens will be applied to the 
currently loaded animal. 

�  Using a Workcard to apply a Regimen to an 
individual animal:  In the Edit Workcards 
component, set up an Event/Detail using the Utility 
EventType "APPLYREGIMEN" and the exact name 
of the (existing) Regimen you want to apply as the 
Detail.  Assign a Workcard transponder-number to it.  
Now, any time you scan that Workcard transponder, 
the Regimen you selected will be applied to the 
currently loaded animal.  See the "Edit Workcards" 
section for more information on setting this up. 

�  To apply Regimens to every animal scanned:  
Make sure you have at least one Regimen set Active 
(its checkbox checked).  Note the status of the Apply 
Regimen on EID Scan button (see picture above).  If 
the button-text is lit up and the small, rectangular 
"indicator light" is green, then you�re ready to go; just 
start scanning your animals.  But if Apply on EID is 
"grayed-out", or deactivated, like this: 

 

 
 

…then simply click it to turn it on.  To turn it off, just 
click it again, and it will return to this grayed-out state, 
and Regimens will no longer be applied to your 
animals automatically.  

�  Using a Regimen to apply Regimens to every 
animal scanned:  In the "Add New Events" dialog 
box, set up an Event/Detail using the Utility 
EventType "APPLYREGIMEN" and the exact name 
of the (existing) Regimen you want to apply as the 
Detail.  You must create one of these Event/Details 
for every Regimen you want to automatically apply. 
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Average Daily Gain 
 
The Individual Animal Manager (IAM) application 
must be open for ADG to work. 
 

Average Daily Gain determines the average weight-gain of an 
animal between dates you can specify, or if you set no date-
range, from the last "WT*" Event (say, "Weight star Event", 
meaning "weight of any type", such as WT-WEAN, WT-205, WT, 
etc.)  Being able to set a date-range for the WT* Events to be 
used in the calculation allows for longer periods over which to 
determine the "ADG" (Average Daily Gain).   
 
You can use this function in conjunction with the Week to Ship 
component to plan when animals will be ready to ship, or to 
simply gauge the progress of an animal. 
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Setting A Date-Range: 
 
This gives some control over the first "WT*" Event which will be 
used to calculate ADG.  The selection of After and Before dates 
for finding a "WT" Event can be done a number of different ways: 
 
How To Use Both "Before"  And "After"  Dates: 
 
If you specify both a Before and an After date, ADG will use 
whichever previously-recorded "WT*" Event (WT-Wean, WT-
205, WT, etc.) is nearest to the Before date and falls between 
both dates for its calculation�s starting-weight.  If there is no 
"WT*" Event that falls between the specified dates, then the first 
"WT*" Event that occurs following the Before date will be used. 
 
How To Use Only The "After"  Date: 
 
If you specify only an After date, ADG will use the first "WT*" 
Event that occurs after that date to calculate the ADG value.  If 
there is no "WT*" Event that occurs after the date, then ADG will 
use the last available "WT*" Event for the animal.  This will be a 
weight recorded earlier than the desired After date. 
 
How To Use Only The "Before"  Date: 
 
If you specify only a Before date, ADG will use the last "WT*" 
Event that occurs before that date to calculate the ADG value.  If 
there is no "WT*" Event that occurs before the date, then the first 
"WT*" Event for the animal will be used to calculate ADG.  This 
will be a weight recorded later than the desired Before date. 
 
How To 'Use' Neither Date:  
 
If you specify neither date, the most-recent previous WT* Event 
for the animal will be used to calculate ADG. 
 
How To Use "Which Is More Important To You?" : 
 
This option is helpful if you have selected both a specific 
EventType and a specific date-range for the previous weight.  It 
allows you to set a priority for one over the other.   
 
For instance, let’s say you specified the previous-weight date-
range "5/1/02 – 6/1/02" and the previous-weight EventType 
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"WT-REIMPLANT".  Then you find you have a "WT*" Event that 
falls within your date-range, but you also have a "WT-
REIMPLANT" Event that was recorded on 4/28/02, just outside 
your date-range.  "Which is more important…" lets you select 
which "WT*" Event will take priority, the one that falls within your 
date parameters or the one that matches your EventType but is 
outside your dates. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
How To Use "Fire On This Event" : 
 
The EventType selected in this box determines what New 
Weight Event will be used in calculating the ADG.  If you are 
using any adjusted weight, such as "WT-Shrink-Adjusted", you 
will want to select that Event as the one used for calculating the 
ADG.   
 
Otherwise, the ADG will be determined by the first "WT*" Event 
entered.  For instance, if you are using an adjusted weight, the 
actual weight will be entered prior to the adjusted weight.  If the 
adjusted weight is not specified as the "Fire On" Event, then the 
first weight will be used to calculate the ADG.   
 

The currently 
loaded animal�s 
ADG is shown. 

Graph compares current 
ADG with previous to 
show performance 
increase or decrease. 

The Animal box 
displays the 
animal�s EID, 
Visual ID, and 
the previous 
weight & date 
used for the 
ADG 
calculation. 
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If you are using the "Week to Ship" component in 
conjunction with ADG, it is very important to read the 
"Fire on this Event" rules in the "Week To Ship" 
section of this manual. 

 
How To Use "Audio Feedback" :  
 
This will allow you to hear the ADG when displayed.  This allows 
users using headphones to hear the calculated ADG, particularly 
if they do not have a computer chute-side. By default, this box is 
checked.  You may uncheck the box if you only want to see the 
ADG and not hear it. 
 
How To Use "Create An ADG Event" : 
 
If this box is checked, an Event/Detail pair with the EventType 
"ADG" and the Detail "Calculated ADG" will be created and 
applied to the animal�s record.  In the picture above, the Event 
would be "ADG" with the Detail "4.3".  
 
If you simply want to hear or see the ADG calculation for an 
animal, but not apply the calculation to the animal’s record, you 
may uncheck the box and there will be no ADG Event created. 
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Week To Ship 
 
The Individual Animal Manager (IAM) 
application must be open for WTS to work. 
 

 
Week to Ship is a tool to determine the best time for an animal 
to be shipped to the producer based on a Target Weight.  There 
are a number of ways to use Week to Ship. 
 

 
 
Default Target Weights:  Desired weights for an animal at time 
of production based on the sex of the animal.  The "Target 
Weights" you set here will be used unless a TARGET-WT 
Event/Detail is provided in the records of an individual animal, 
and WTS is specifically set to use that. 
 
How To Change Default Target Weights:  
 
To change the default settings, simply click the box for the 
appropriate sex and type in the new target weight.  These target 
weights will be saved when you close WTS, so they�ll be present 
again next time you start this component. 
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How To Know When To Use Individual Target Weights:  
 
If the FRAME SCORE, BREED, or AGE of the animal are factors 
in determining the target weight for slaughter, the Event 
"TARGET-WT" can be used instead of the default settings.  This 
EventType can be used in a couple of ways:   
 

1. If all the animals being worked will be assigned Target 
Weights individually, the Event "TARGET-WT" and the 
Detail "KEY" can be set up as part of a Regimen (See 
the "Regimens" section for instructions on creating and 
editing Regimens).  

2. If you want to scan the "TARGET-WT" Event individually 
for each animal, but you only want to use 4 or 5 choices 
for the actual weights, then the "TARGET-WT" Event 
and the various Details can be assigned to a Workcard.   

 
When using Individual Target Weights, the user must select 
"TARGET-WT" in the "Fire on this Event" dropdown box at the 
bottom of WTS� window.  "Fire on this Event" means WTS will 
calculate an ADG for that animal based on the TARGET-WT 
Event which you scanned or keyed in, before determining the 
Week To Ship. 
 

When using the "Default Target Weights", the user 
can select a "Default Sex" if there is no "SEX" Event 
on the animal’s record.  The program will always use 
the Default Target Weight for Steers unless changed 
by the user.  To change, click the radio button of the 
desired Default Sex. 

 
How To Use "Fire On This Event" : 
 
The EventType selected in this box determines what Event being 
entered will be used in calculating the Week to Ship.  The user 
can choose to first specify the Target Weight for the animal prior 
to calculating the Week to Ship. The user can also specify if the 
Event must be a "WT" Event or any "WT-*" Event in determining 
the ADG.   
 
For instance if a " "WT-FEEDIN" is the Event being used to 
determine the Week to Ship, then the user would select  "Any 
WT*" (default value).  If the user is wanting to determine the 
ADG based on an adjusted weight, the "WT-ADJUSTED" or 
"WT-SHRINK-ADJUSTED" needs to be set as the "Fire on this 

 

 Section B – DATA COLLECTION 
 

 
©2002-2005 AgInfoLink B-30 REV: 20050614 

Event" in Week to Ship AND Average Daily Gain Component (if 
both are being used) unless an individual Target Weight is also 
being entered.  
 
Examples: 
 

1.  If there is an actual weight, then an adjusted weight, 
being entered on an animal record but we also want to 
specify individual Target Weights, we would need to set 
it up like this: 

 
a. In the Average Daily Gain component, set "Fire on this 

Event" to "WT-ADJUSTED". 
b. In Week To Ship, set "Fire on this Event" to "Target –

WT". 
 

2.  If we only want to make sure the ADG is calculated 
on an adjusted weight and we are not entering individual 
Target Weights, we would need to set it up like this: 

 
a. In Average Daily Gain (if you�re using it), set "Fire on this 

Event" to "WT-ADJUSTED". 
b. In Week To Ship, set "Fire on this Event" to "WT-

ADJUSTED". 
 

VERY IMPORTANT:  It is very important to set 
the "Fire on this Event" correctly in both the 
Week to Ship and Average Daily Gain 
components.  If you set an adjusted weight as 
the "fire on" Event in Average Daily Gain and not 
Week to Ship, then Week to Ship will calculate 
the ADG based on the first weight entered and 
not the adjusted weight. 

 
The Average Daily Gain component is used in determining how 
long it will take an animal to reach the Target Weight for 
harvesting based on the average weight gain per day.  The 
"Default" value for the ADG (Average Daily Gain) will be used 
when there is no previous "WT" Event (WT, WT-WEAN, WT-
BIRTH, etc.) in the animal’s record to determine the weight gain. 
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How To Change The Default ADG Value: 
 
To change the default settings, simply click in the box with the 
existing ADG Value and key the new value in the box. 
 
How To Use The Average Daily Gain Component In 
Conjunction With Week To Ship: 
 
The Average Daily Gain Screen allows the user to select specific 
dates that a "WT" Event occurred.  For instance, if the user 
wanted to determine the ADG based on the "WT-Wean" Event 
that occurred 3 months ago, the resulting ADG could be vastly 
different from the ADG of a "WT" Event that occurred 2 weeks 
ago. Using the ADG Screen will also allow for a "ADG" Event to 
be applied to the animal’s record. 
 

You must open the "Average Daily Gain" component 
before opening the "Week to Ship" component for 
the calculations from ADG to be used in Week to 
Ship. 

 
The "Animal" box in the upper-right corner of the window will 
display the Sex, Animal TXP, and the Last "WT" Detail or the 
"Target-WT" (when being used individually). 
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Event Sort 
     
The Individual Animal Manager (IAM) 
application must be open for Event Sort to work. 
 

Event Sort is a tool that enables you to sort animals and create 
new Events based on the criteria you set, in "real-time".  For 
example, if you want animals grouped together based on a 
weight (WT) range, Event Sort enables you to do that. 
 

 
 
How To Set Up Event Sort: 
 
Let�s say that, among all the animals you�re working today, you 
want to sort any that weigh between 600 lbs. and 850 lbs. into a 
particular pen for further observation.  We�ll call the pen "Pen1".  
To set this up, follow these steps: 
 
Step 1. The row of empty cells immediately below the column-

headings functions as a "data-entry" row.  In that row, move 
to the Event column and enter the EventType we will review 
to decide whether an animal goes into the pen.  As 
mentioned above, the EventType will be the animal's weight 
(WT). 

 
Step 2. Press Tab to go to the next cell, Min Value.  Enter the 

minimum weight that will cause an animal to be sorted into 
Pen1, that is, "600".  Do not put the "lbs." part into the cell – 
that would only confuse the software. 

 
Step 3. Tab to the Max Value cell and enter the maximum 

weight, "850". 
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Now we have the characteristic of the animal that we want to sort 
by (its WT), and a range of values (from 600 to 850) to compare 
our scale-information with in order to decide where to put the 
animal.  Continue moving across the grid. 
 
Step 4. If you wish to be audibly notified each time an animal is 

marked to go into Pen1, then Tab to the Play Sound cell 
and choose a wave file from the dropdown combobox' list.  
Now, whenever an animal weighing within our chosen range 
is found, BEEFSOURCE™ will immediately play that wave 
file to let you know. 

 

 
 
Now, we�ve reached the heart of Event Sort�s work.  Along with 
playing a sound, it will also automatically create any Event and 
Detail we choose every time it finds one of the animals we�ve 
described.  It will process and validate that Event/Detail pair just 
like any other, and add it to the animal�s records. 
 
Step 5. Tab to the Create Event cell and select the EventType 

that you want Event Sort to create from the combobox 
dropdown list.  In this case, let's use "LOCATION". 

 
Step 6. Tab to the Create Detail cell and select or type a Detail 

for your chosen EventType.  Our Detail in this example will 
be "Pen1". Now, press Enter twice to save this row and 
move it down into the main body of the grid. 
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How To Edit Rows: 
 
Step 1. To change the data in any cell, put the cursor in that 

cell. 
 
Step 2. In the Min Value, Max Value, and Create Detail cells, 

you can type your values in directly.  There are a few 
choices in the dropdown lists for each cell, but they may not 
always fit your purpose.  In the other cells, you must select 
from the dropdown lists.  Once you click inside one of those 
cells, if you type the first letter of the item you're looking for, 
the list will scroll to the first item (if any) beginning with that 
letter.  Each time you type the letter again, the cursor will 
move down the list to the next item (if more than one item 
starts with that letter). 

 
Step 3. Press Enter to save the change.  Changes will not take 

effect until you press Enter, even if the cell shows the 
changes. 

 
How To Use: 
 
Step 1. Open Animal Manager. 
 
Step 2. Open Event Sort. 
 
Step 3. Be sure Event Sort is "On"    (it is On by 

default). 
 
Step 4. If you haven't already, set up your check-Events, 

ranges, sounds, and Events-to-create. 
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Step 5. Scan in, or bring up, an existing animal record. 
a. To "fire" Event Sort, you must apply an Event/Detail pair 

where the EventType exactly matches one of the 
EventTypes set up in your Event Sort grid.  The Event 
can be applied through a Regimen, as a Workcard 
Event, using the Apply This Event section in Animal 
Manager, or even through auto-generating another 
Event, such as ADG does. 

b. If the Detail of this Event/Detail pair falls within the 
EventType�s range in Event Sort (e.g., WT:605), then 
Event Sort will generate an Event/Detail of its own, using 
that row�s Create Event and Create Detail values (e.g., 
LOCATION:PEN1), and add it to the animal�s records. 

 

 
 

c. On the other hand, if the Detail (e.g., WT:400) does NOT 
fall within the range, then Event Sort will generate no 
Event/Detail. 

 

 
 
Step 6. If you do NOT want Event Sort to be active while it’s 

open, you can click "Off" to disable it  .  Be 
sure to click "On" again to enable it when you are ready to 
use it again. 

 
Step 7. Click the  in the top right corner of the window to 

close Event Sort. 
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Shrink Calculator 
 

The Individual Animal Manager (IAM) 
application must be open for Shrink Calculator 
to work. 

 
Shrink Calculator calculates how much weight is lost during 
shipment.  It calculates shrinkage from a weight Event, can voice 
it back to the operator, display the scale weight as well as the 
shrink-adjusted weight, and record it as on Event in the animal’s 
record.   
 
How to start a Session: 
 
You can either set your own session start time to account for 
longer transportation periods or click on Start New Session and 
the Start Time will be set to your computer’s current time. 
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Choose type of percentage: 
 
You can enter a percentage of Shrink Adjustment, that will be 
applied over a 12 hour period or enter a flat percentage that has 
no change over time.  You must put a check mark in the box to 
choose the Flat Percentage.  Either way, you then click on Start 
New Session to begin. 
 
Other settings: 
 
Create a WT-SHRINK-ADJUSTED Event in the animal’s record 
by clicking in box to the left of Create a WT-SHRINK-ADJUSTED 
Event text. 
 
You can turn on the Audio Feedback to have the program 
speakback the Shrink Adjusted Weight. 
 
It is possible to set the number of decimal places in the weights 
displayed at the bottom of the Shrink Calculator window, using 
either the space bar or "0" key. 
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Group Events 
 
Group Events is a tool that enables the user to apply Individual 
Events and/or a Regimen to an entire group of animal records. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tip:  To resize the pane (half of the window above), 
move the mouse over the horizontal splitter bar located 
above "Date" and "Count Animals," near the middle of 
the screen. When the double arrow icon appears, click 
and hold while moving the mouse up or down. Release 
the mouse button to finish. 

 

Advanced 
Users Only 

Splitter bar 
(resizes pane) 

Groups 
tab 
identifies 
animals 
based on 
Events that 
mostly stay 
the same, 
such as 
Breed, 
Origin and 
Visual ID. 

Check Box 
(click in the 
box for 
checkmark) 

Comboboxes 
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How To Select A Group: 
 
There are two different ways to apply Events to an animal 
record, apply a Regimen OR an Individual Event. First, choose 
up to 5 EventTypes and EventDetails to identify a group of 
animals based on information that mostly stays the same, such 
as Breed, Color, Sex, Origin, and Visual ID. 
 
Example 1:  Select all Steers. 
 
Step 8. Click on the "Groups" tab. 
 
Step 9. Next, click on the down arrow of the first combobox 

under the "EventType" column and choose an Event from 
the dropdown menu.  "SEX" is selected in the picture below. 

 
Step 10. Then, click the  of the first combobox under the 

"EventDetail" column and choose a Detail.  "STEER" is 
selected for the example. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Example 2:  Select additional EventTypes and EventDetails to 
identify a more unique group. Choose a specific Breed, such as 
"CHAR X ANGUS" to identify all the Charolais/Angus animals 
that are also Steers. 
 
Step 1. Choose a second EventType by clicking on the down 

arrow in the second combo box under the first column.  
"BREED" is selected in the picture below. 

 
Step 2. Choose a second Detail.  "ANGUS" is selected below. 
 

2 

1 

Dropdown 
Menu 

3 
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Time Saver Tip:  Click on the down arrow of the first 
combobox and type the first letter of the desired word, 
such as "L" for "LOCATION".  If that word is listed in the 
dropdown menu, it will automatically appear in the 
combo box.  If more than one word in the menu starts 
with "L", click on the correct word using the mouse or 
type the second and third letters until the correct word 
appears in the box.  Once the correct word appears, 
press the Enter key on the keyboard.  Then, press the 
Tab key to move to the next combobox. 

 
Example 3:  All the brindle-colored, Angus steers located in Pen 
10 were vaccinated.  The information must be added to the 
proper animal records.  First, identify the group by selecting 
EventTypes and EventDetails.  
 
Step 1. Choose an EventType from the first combo box on the 

left. "SEX" is selected in the picture below. 
 
Step 2. Then, choose an EventDetail in the first combo box on 

the right. "STEER" is selected in the example. 
 

Clear - Click to 
empty the 
comboboxes 
and start again. 

 

Select additional 
Events & Details 
for a more specific 
group of animals. 

1 2 
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Step 3. "BREED" is selected as the next EventType and 
"ANGUS" is the next EventDetail. 

 
Step 4. Repeating this process in the following combo boxes 

will further narrow the search. "COLOR:BRINDLE" and 
"LOCATION:PEN 10" are selected to complete the example 
group. 

 

 
 

An animal that has been assigned more than one 
group on its record will currently belong to the LAST 
assigned (current) group.  For example, if animals 
were moved from Pen 5 to Pen 10, Filter Animals 
will identify the animals based on the current 
location, which is Pen 10.  Only the animals that 
currently belong to the selected group will have 
Events updated on their records. 

 
How To Determine The Number Of Animals:  
 
Once the group has been selected, check to see how many 
animals are in the group. If the number is more or less than 
anticipated, double check the EventTypes and EventDetails to 
be sure the proper group was selected. 
 
Step 1. Click the Count Animals button. 

 

2 

4 
3 
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Step 2. The number of animals will be displayed in the "Status" 

box as the "Number in Group." The Example 3 group (all 
brindle-colored, Angus steers located in Pen 10) consists of 
twelve animals. 

 
How To Apply A Regimen To A Group:  
 
After a group has been selected and counted, a Regimen can be 
applied to the records. To apply a Single Event, refer to the 
following section "How to Apply Individual Events to a Group." 
 
Example 3 (continued):  All brindle-colored, Angus steers 
located in Pen 10 were vaccinated. Each animal received the 
same Vaccine Regimen, and no individual animal information 
(e.g., weight) was gathered. To save time chute side, apply the 
Vaccine Regimen to each animal record after the animals have 
been worked.  
 
Step 1. Review the list of existing Regimens using the scroll 

bar.  To view the Child Events or Details for each Regimen, 
click on the "+" sign. To close the detail view, click on the "-" 
sign(s). 

 

 
 
Step 2. Click on the check box beside an existing Regimen (as 

set up in Individual Animal Manager) to set as the Active 
Regimen.  "VACCINATE" is selected in the picture below. 

 

Scrollbar:  
Click, hold, 
and move 
mouse up 
or down to 
view 
Regimens. 

Click  to 
open a tree-
branch;  
to close it. 

Child 
Events 

1 
2 
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More than one Regimen may be checked, 
but only the Active Regimen(s) will be 
applied to animal records as a Group Event.  

 
Step 3. Using the down arrow, choose the "Date" to be used 

when applying the Active Regimen. If the box beside "Date" 
is not checked, today’s date will be applied to added Events. 

 
Step 4. Click on the up and down arrows in the Time box to 

change the Hours, Minutes, Seconds and AM or PM. Use 
the left and right arrows on the keyboard to move from Hours 
to Minutes to Seconds or click on the desired section. If the 
time is not changed, 12:00:00 AM will be used. 

 
Step 5. Finally, click on the "Apply Regimen" button to add the 

selected Regimen to the animal records. 
 

If a new Regimen needs to be created or 
Additions/Edits need to be done to an existing 
Regimen, refer to "Regimens" within the "Individual 
Animal Manager" section of the User Guide for 
instructions. All Regimen changes can be done 
without exiting the Group Events window.  

 
How To Apply Individual Events To A Group:  
 
After a group has been selected and counted, an Individual 
Event can be applied to the records. 
 
Example 3 (continued):  After the brindle-colored, Angus steers 
located in Pen 10 were vaccinated, they were moved to Pen 11. 
Apply an Individual Event to update the location. 
 

 

 

2 

3 
5 
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Step 1. Click on the down arrow of the "Event" combobox 
located at the bottom of the Group Events window.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Step 2. Choose an Event from the dropdown menu.  

"LOCATION" is selected for Example 3 (pictured above). 
 
Step 3. Click on the down arrow of the "Detail" box and choose 

the Event Detail from the dropdown menu.  "PEN 11" is 
selected.  If the dropdown box is red colored, the Details are 
restricted to list.  No keyed-in entries accepted. 

 
Step 4. Select the "Date" and time to be used, or leave the box 

unchecked to use today’s date.  
 
Step 5. Finally, click the Apply Single button to add the Event 

and Detail to the group.  
 
How To Use The "Advanced"  Features: 
 
Features on the "Advanced" tab enable the user to search for 
animal records based on data that changes more often, such as 
Weight, Average Daily Gain, and Date.  Templates, called 
Advanced Items, are provided with the software: 
 

Event 
& 
Detail 
combo-
boxes. 3 

5 1 

2 

4 
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Multiple Items may 
be checked.  Make 
sure that only the 
desired Items are 
checked as this 
will alter the 
search results.  

Warning:  The Advanced tab is for Advanced 
Users Only. 
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Transfer Events 
 
The Transfer Events tool is used to transfer animal data from a 
".agil" file (AgInfoLink’s compressed data file) or another 
database to a database on the same machine or within a 
network.  It is also used to open Pony Express update files. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How To Transfer Data From One Database To Another: 
 
Step 1. Select the Source Database: 

a. This is the database or .agil file that the Events will be 
transferred FROM.  Click the Browse ( ) button next to 
the Source DB field. 
�  The path to the Source Database in the screen above 

is:  

 C:\AgInfo\BeefSource\AgInfoEvents.mdb. 

 
Note:  The Source Database can be either a 
".mdb" or a ".agil" file type. 
 

Data Sharing 

This is the 
number of 

Events 
transferred 

into DB. 

The number 
of Events in 

the .agil 
update file. 

1
2
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�  If the Source Database is an .mdb file, only the Events 
from the animal records belonging to the system 
Entity ID will be transferred to the Destination 
Database.  In other words, animals from sources 
other than the current system will not be transferred.  

�  If the Source Database is an .agil file, all Events will 
be transferred to the Destination Database. 

 
Step 2. Select the Destination Database: 

a. This is the database that the Events will be transferred 
TO.  Click the Browse ( ) button next to the 
Destination DB field. 
�  The path to the Destination Database in the screen 

above is:  

 C:\AgInfo\BeefSource\AgInfoEvents.mdb. 

 
Step 3. Count the Number of Events prior to sending data: 

a. Click the How many Events? button.  The number of 
Events to be transferred will be displayed in the # Events 
field in the gray status bar at the bottom of the window. 

 
Step 4. Transfer the data only after you are satisfied that the 

number of Events is correct. 
a. Click the Import Events button to transfer the data. 

 
How To Generate Reports: 
 

Reports can only be generated from ".agil" files.  If a 
user tries to generate a report from a database (a 
.mdb file), the following error will be displayed: 

 

 
 
Step 1. In order to generate any report, each BEEFSOURCE™ 

component must know where and which Report Template to 
use.  The default path to your report templates is set to 
"C:\AgInfo\BeefSource\Report Templates" at Installation of 
BEEFSOURCE™.  Here, as you can see, the path has been 
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changed to lead to the BEEFSOURCE™ folder itself, and a 
file called "template.htm". 

 

 
 
Step 2. To Generate a report prior to updating the database, 

simply click the Generate Report button and the following 
report will be displayed: 

 

 
 

This window displays the following information: 
a. File Name:  The path and filename of the source .agil 

file from which the report is generated.  In this case, the 
file is in A:, the floppy drive. 

b. File Version:  The version of the Generate Reports 
Tool. 

c. Sent On:  The date the .agil file was created. 
d. Sent By:  The EntityID of the location that created the 

.agil file. 
These items are followed by a list of Entity IDs of others who 
have added data to animals in this group. 

 
Step 3. Scroll down the listbox until you see an area like this: 
 

1
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Step 4. This part of the report allows you to see which specific 

animals had data added by a particular Entity.  Once you 
have updated your Events database with the .agil file that 
was used to make this report, you will also be able to view all 
the individual Events on a single animal. 

 
To view data on individual animals from the update 
file, you must first update your with the agil file.  
Once the Events database has been updated, you 
may select the Animal TXP from the dropdown 
combobox and view the record of that animal. 

 
How To Save A Report For An Agil File: 
 
Step 1. Generate the report. 
 
Step 2. Click the Save Report button to display the following 

dialog box: 
 

Select from the dropdown menu to view an individual animal 
record.  THIS CAN BE DONE ONLY AFTER THE .agil FILE IS 

UPDATED TO THE DATABASE. 

Entity ID of 
Animal Data 
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a. The location will default to the same file location as the 
.agil update file. 

b. To change where your report will be saved, simply click 
the "Save in" combobox to browse to the desired 
location. 

c. To name your report, click the "File name:" combobox 
and type in the desired name.  There is no need to 
specify the file type or add a file extension to the name, 
as this will be done automatically. 
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Share Data 
 
Share Data is a tool that enables the user to transfer specific 
animal data to Pony Express or to share it with others via email, 
a Network Database, or 31/2" floppy disk(s). 
 
How to configure what data you send and to where: 
 
This is the first step toward transferring data from one location or 
database to another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 1. Select a Source Database: 

a. The Source DB is the database that the Events will be 
sent from.  Click the Browse ( ) Button next to the 
"Source DB" textbox.  The path to the Source Database 
in the screen above is: 

C:\AgInfo\BeefSource\AgInfoEvents.mdb 

Specific EventTypes that you do 
not want to share.  Put these in a 
list separated by semicolons, like:  

PRICE;COST;FEEDTYPE 

Data-collection 
database from 
which you wish 
to share data. 

3 

2 

4 

1
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b. This is the default path and filename for your Events 
database. 

 
Step 2. Select Dates (Only if you are NOT using a tracking 

database): 
a. The "Start Date" will default to the first Event date in the 

source database.  The "End Date" will default to the last 
Event date in the source database.  If you are using a 
"Tracking DB", a database to keep a record of the data 
sent to another database or Pony Express, you will not 
need to select a "Start Date" or "End Date".  

b. The Tracking database allows only previously unsent 
data to be put into the update file.  If you want to send 
data for Events that fall between specific dates, select 
both a "Start Date" and an "End Date".  

c. For instance, if you want to send data on animals 
processed only on June 8th, 2004, select "6/8/04 12:00 
AM" as the "Start Date" and "6/8/04 11:59 PM" as the 
"End Date".  Only the Events that fall between the start 
and end dates will be sent to the update file, in this case, 
only animals that were processed during those 24 hours. 

 
Step 3. If you wish to have recipients of your data reply to you 

(or you wish to have your updates sent) to an email address 
other than the account you are sending from, specify that 
email address here. 
a. For instance, if you were sending from Ranch "A" but the 

updates need to be sent to the Ranch Headquarters 
office or a third party, you would enter the email address 
of the office or third party in the box. 

 
Step 4. You may exclude specific Events from the data being 

sent by listing the EventTypes here, separated by 
semicolons.  For example:  PRICE;COST;FEEDTYPE.  You 
can type these in or copy-and-paste them from another 
document.  But, the easiest way to create this list is as 
follows: 
a. Click the Browse ( ) button beside the Event exclusion 

listbox.  The following window will appear: 
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b. This window will display all EventTypes that exist in your 
Events database, as it is currently configured in Entity 
Registration.  Simply click the checkbox beside each 
EventType that you DO NOT wish to share with others.  
Then, click OK when you are finished with your selection 
of Events to exclude. 

 
How To Use "Send to Disk or Pony Express LAN": 
 
Use this when you want to share data to a Pony Express server 
on your own network, or to a floppy disk to update others, or 
make a data file to attach into an email.  Make sure the radio 
button ( ) for this option is clicked, then… 
 
Step 1. Select a Destination Database: 

a. This is the database TO which the Events will be shared.  
To select, click the Browse ( ) button at the right of the 
Destination textbox.  You may use any path for the file, 
including the floppy drive, and any name.  When you 
have selected a path and file name, the file extension 
.agil will be added to the file name you have keyed in.  
The file created will be an AgInfoLink proprietary 
compressed file. 

 
Step 2. Select a Tracking Database: 

a. This database keeps a log of the data sent to another 
database, to a disk, or to Pony Express.  To select, click 
the Browse ( ) button at the right of the Tracking DB 
textbox.  You may use any path for the file, including the 
floppy drive, and any name.  When you have selected a 
path and filename, the file extension .agil will be added 

ADG will 
NOT be 
shared! 

Treatment 
will NOT be 
shared! 
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to the filename you have keyed in.  The file created will 
be an AgInfoLink proprietary compressed file. 

 
Step 3. Count the Events in the Source DB before creating a 

share-file: 
a. Click the How many Events? button and the # Events 

section in the status bar at the bottom of the window will 
display the total number of Events in your Source 
database. 

 
Step 4. Create the share-file: 

a. If you are satisfied with all these settings, you�re ready to 
create your .agil file.  Click the Create data files button.  
The number of Events exported will be displayed in the 
status bar at the bottom of the screen. 

 
How To Use "Send To Pony Express Internet" : 
 
Use this to send your updates to a Pony Express Database via 
email if you use Microsoft’s Outlook or Outlook Express.  Make 
sure the radio button ( ) for this option is clicked, then… 
 
Step 1. Key or paste the email address of your Pony Express 

server into the Email Address Box.  For example:  
aginfo@boulder.net.  Contact your Pony Express 
Administrator for the correct email address to send your 
updates to or call the AgInfoLink Help Desk at (800) 287-
8787. 

 
Step 2. Select a Tracking Database: 

a. This database keeps a log of the data sent to another 
database, to a disk, or to Pony Express.  To select, click 
the Browse ( ) button at the right of the Tracking DB 
textbox.  You may use any path for the file, including the 
floppy drive, and any name.  When you have selected a 
path and filename, the file extension .agil will be added 
to the filename you have keyed in.  The file created will 
be an AgInfoLink proprietary compressed file. 

 
When sending data to Pony Express via Email, 
do not use "Start" and/or "End" dates.  This will 
ensure that ALL data is sent to Pony Express. 
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Step 3. Create a data file: 
a. Click the Create data files button.  The number of 

Events exported to your file will be displayed in the 
status bar at the bottom of the window. 

 
Step 4. Click the  in the top right corner to close Share Data. 
 

Note:  When you receive a file from Pony Express or 
another database, refer to the "Transfer Events" 
section. 
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Table Importer 
 
The Table Importer is a tool that allows the user to bring con-
figuration data from other sources into their database. 
 
How To Import Configuration Data From a " .AGILPS" File: 
 
Step 1. Double-click the .agilps ("dot" "agile" "p" "s") file to open 

the Table Importer 
a. The following window will open: 

 

 
 
Step 2. Put a path and filename for the specific Components 

Database you want this data imported into in the "Import To:" 
textbox. 
a. The "AgInfoComponents" database specified in Entity 

Registration will be the default database in the "Import 
To:" textbox. 

b. If you want to update a different Components Database 
with this .agilps file, click the Browse button and the 
following "Open File" window will appear: 

 

2 
3
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c. Click the Open button to use the file you chose.  You will 
then be returned to the main window, and the full path of 
the file you selected will appear in the Import To: 
textbox. 

 
Step 3. Decide whether you want to create a backup of your 

Components DB and check the "Make backup…?" checkbox 
accordingly.  The default setting for this feature is "Yes" (the 
checkbox is checked), as being the safer option. 

 
Step 4. Choose either "Group Replacement" or "Table 

Replacement". 
a. Group Replacement:  This option will replace just the 

configuration with the same name within a table.  For 
example, a Regimen named "STEER-CALF" was saved 
to an .agilps file.  When the Regimen is updated to the 
"AgInfoComponents" database with the Group 
Replacement option selected, it will only replace a 
Regimen with the same name and will not alter the other 
existing Regimens. 

b. Table Replacement:  This option will replace all 
configurations within a table.  For instance, if the 
Regimen table were being updated, it would replace all 
Regimens with the Regimens listed in the .agilps file.  
This option is best used if you want to mirror the 
configurations (Regimens, hardware, etc.) from another 
Components Database. 
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Step 5. Click the Import button 
a. When the import is complete, the button�s label will 

change to "DONE" (There is NO need to press the 
DONE button). 

 
Step 6. Click the  in the top right corner of the window to 

close Table Importer 
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Table Exporter 
 
The Table Exporter is a tool that allows the user to share 
created items such as Regimens, Hardware Configurations, 
Workcard Configurations, and the data associated with custom-
built AgInfoSheets reports. 
 
How To Export A Table: 
 
Step 1. Open Table Exporter and the following window will 

appear: 
 

 
 
Step 2. Specify the database you wish to export from. 

a. To do this, you can click the Browse button to the right 
of the "Export From:" box, or type in the file path if you 
know it. 

b. The following "Open File" window will appear: 
 

Enter the path for 
the Components 
Database that 

contains config-
urations you want 

to share. 

"Named 
Configurations" 

within the 
tables will be 

displayed here. 
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c. The default filename will be "AgInfoComponents.mdb".  
However, if you have renamed your Components 
Database file, you may select it so long as the file 
extension remains .mdb. 

 
Step 3. Click the Open button to use the file you chose.  You 

will then be returned to the main window, and the full path of 
the file you selected will appear in the Export From: textbox. 

 
Step 4. Next, specify the file to export to. 

a. To do this, click on the Browse button to the right of the 
"Export To:" textbox, or type in the file path if you know 
it.  The following window will display: 
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Step 5. Type the filename you wish to use for your .agilps file in 

the "File name:" combobox. 
a. You may specify any location to save your file. 
b. In the example above, we have named the file "TT2 and 

BT3" since we will be exporting the tables containing the 
TT2 and BT3 interface information 

 
Note:  The "Save as type:" file extension will 
automatically be shown as ".agilps".  There is no 
need to add any extension to the file name. 

 
Step 6. Determine what tables you want to export 
 
Step 7. Select one or more tables from your AgInfoComponents 

database. 
 
Step 8. Next, select either the entire table(s) or specific data 

within the table(s) 
a. For instance, we have selected only the "RFID: TT2 and 

BT3" configuration within the "AgInfoStringFilters" table 
 

Note:  The "RFID: TT2 and BT3" configuration 
must be selected from ALL necessary tables for 
hardware devices; AgInfoStringFilters, 
AgInfoPorts, and AgInfoPortsIODevice. 
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Step 9. Once the appropriate table(s) has been selected, simply 

click the Export button. 
a. The button will display DONE when the file creation is 

completed. 
b. You do NOT need to press the DONE button again. 
c. Go to the specified "Export To:" file path to find your 

newly created .agilps file. 
d. You can now import this file into another database on 

this computer, or any other computer. 
 
Step 10. Click on the X in the top right corner to close Table 

Exporter 
 
What some of the tables mean and which to pick 

for export 
 

Note:  To select a specific configuration, click the 
plus sign ( ) next to each table and select the 
desired configuration name(s). 

 
To export ALL Hardware Device configurations, such as scales, 

thermometers, GPS, etc., select the following tables:  
�  AgInfoPorts 
�  AgInfoPortsIODevices 
�  AgInfoStringFilters 

 

Only the "RFID: 
TT2 and BT3" 
configuration is 

selected from this 
table. 
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To export ALL Workcard configurations, select the following 
table:  

�  EventAliases 
 
To export ALL Sequence Editor configurations, select the 

following table:  
�  AgInfoSequences 

 
To export ALL Regimen configurations, select the following 

table:  
�  Regimens1 

 
To export ALL Group Events or AgInfoSheets template 

" Items", select the following tables: 
�  tbWhichAnimalItems 
�  tbWhatDataItems 

 
Note:  You will need to send these "items" with any 
AgInfoSheets templates that you are sharing 
 

To export ALL Audio configurations, select the following table:  
�  AgInfoAudio 

 
To export ALL Translated Event (to share Event Type and 

Event Details that are translated into another language, 
regional dialect, etc.) configurations, select the following 
tables:  

�  EventDetailSys 
�  EventSys 

 
To export ALL Event Sort configurations, select the following 

table:  
�  AgInfoEventSort 

 
To export ALL ShareData configurations, select the following 

table:  
�  AIShareData 

 
To export ALL Transfer Events configurations, select the 

following table:  
�  AITransferEvents 
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View Reports 
 
View Reports is BEEFSOURCE™’s Microsoft Access-based 
reporting engine.  It has a variety of general reports that can be 
"filtered" and "sorted" for customized viewing. 
 
How To View Selected Report: 
 
Step 1. Open "View Reports – AgInfoReports". 
 

 
 
Step 2. The dialog box above will appear.  Click Open 

Database then OK.  The "AgInfoLink Reports" and 
"AgInfoLink (Select A Report)" windows should open. 

 

 
 

Reports 
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Step 3. Follow this procedure: 
a. If the "AgInfoLink Reports" dialog box opens, click Yes – 

Refresh Now! to collect data from your database. 
b. If only the "AgInfoLink (Select a Report)" window opens, 

then click Refresh Needed…  Click Here! in the status 
bar at the bottom of the window.  This will collect the 
same data. 

 

 
 
 
 
Step 4. Before selecting a report, select an "Event Start Date:" 

and an "Event End Date:" for the report.  You can either type 
in the dates or select them from the dropdown calendars. 

 
Note:  When selecting dates, the time-of-day is set 
at 12:00 am., so in order to have a report cover the 
entire day, select that day as the Starting Date and 
the next day as the Ending Date.  For example, for a 
report of activities occurring on Saturday, 1/1/04, the 
Starting Date is 1/1/04 and the Ending Date is 
1/2/04. 

 

 

Dropdown 
calendar 
buttons. 

3b
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Step 5. Now, pick the report by clicking on the appropriate 
report-name and click Open. 

 
Sort & Filter:  Two Ways To View Data Within An Open 
Report: 
 

How to Sort: 
This function allows you to sort the report by the selected 
fields within the report in either descending or ascending 
order.  For example, in an Animal List Report you may want 
to sort first by "DATE" in descending order, then "VISUALID" 
in ascending order.  To do this: 

 
a. Select "DATE" in the "Sort 1:" dropdown combobox and 

click on the Desc box.   
b. Next, select "VISUALID" in the "Sort 2:" dropdown 

combobox.  Do not click Desc, because you want this 
sort to be in ascending order. 

c. Then, click the Apply button. 
 

 
 

How to Filter: 
This function allows you to filter the report for animals that 
only contain selected Events and Details.  For instance, in 
the Animal List Report, you may want to view only animals 
that are steers and belong to location "Pen 65". 

 
a. Select the Event "SEX" and the Detail "STEER". 
b. Next, select the Event "LOCATION" and the Detail "Pen 

65". 
c. Click the Apply button. 

 

Select 1st Sort Field 
from dropdown box 
and only click "Desc" 
Box if you want it in 
Descending order, 
otherwise it will be in 
Ascending order. 
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Summary of Reports 
 

�  Animal List:  This Report lists animal�s Visual ID, 
Metal Tag number, EID, Origin, Location, Group, 
Breed and Sex.  It also gives the total number of 
animals in the list. 

 
�  Animal Location History:  This Report lists the 

animal�s EID, Visual ID, Group, Origin, Breed, Sex, 
and Location History. 

 
�  Animal Location Summary:  This Report lists all 

locations with the number of animals at each location, 
as well as a total number of animals. 

 
�  Animal Medication Logs:  This Report lists the 

animal�s EID, Visual ID, Group, Origin, Breed, Sex 
and Vaccines/ Medications with dates. 

 
�  Animal Weights Report:  This Report lists the 

animal’s Visual ID, Origin, Breed, Sex, Sire ID, Dam 
ID, Birthdate, Birth WT, Wean date, Wean WT and 
Last WT. 

 
�  Animals by Carcass Weight (Chart):  This Chart 

lists animals in 25 lb. carcass weight ranges between 

Select the Events 
and Details that 
the animals must 
have to be listed 
in the Report. 
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0 and 2000 lb. on a color-coded chart. It also lists the 
total for each group and the total for the chart. 

 
�  Animals by Origin (Chart):  This Report lists each 

origin with the number of animals from each origin on 
a color-coded chart. Also shows the total number of 
animals in the chart. 

 
�  Animals by Weaning Weight (Chart):  This Report 

lists animals in 25 lb. weaning weight ranges 
between 0 and 2000 lb on a color-coded chart. It also 
lists the total for each group and the total for the 
chart. 

 
�  Animals by Weight (Chart):  This Report lists 

animals in 25 lb. weight ranges between 0 and 2000 
on a color-coded chart.  It also lists the total for each 
group and the total for the chart. 

 
�  Animals Worked:  This Report lists the Beginning 

and Ending Time of the specified date, number of 
animals worked, total hours working animals, and the 
number of animals worked per hour. 

 
�  CFC (Calf-Feeder-Carcass) Report:  This Report 

lists the Animal Visual ID, Origin, Breed, Sire, Sex, 
Birth Date, Birth Wt, Wean Date, Wean Wt, Feedyard 
Date In, Feedyard Wt In, Feedyard Date Out, 
Feedyard Wt Out, Feedyard Daily Gain, Days at 
Feedyard, ADG, Muscle Score, Quality Grade, 
Carcass Gross $, and Yield Grade.  

 
�  Financial Institution Report - Calf:  This Report 

lists the Animal Visual and EID, Breed, Birth Date, 
Birth Weight, Wean Wt, Age, Location and Value.  

 
�  Financial Institution Report - Cow:  This Report 

lists the Animal Visual and EID, Breed, Age, Status, 
Calving Intervals, Location and Value. 

 
�  Individual Animals Report:  This Report lists each 

animal’s Visual and EID, Metal Tag, Sex, Origin, Dam 
ID, Sire ID, Birthdate, Location, Group, Breed, Age in 
Months, along with all Events, EventDetails, date, 
entity ID and remarks, for all animals 
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�  SlaughterWeek (Week to Ship) by Location:  This 
Report lists animals shipped for that week by 
location. Also shows total number of animals. 

 
�  SlaughterWeeks (Week to Ship) – All: This Report 

lists all the animals by the week it shipped for all 
weeks.  Also shows total number of animals. 

 
�  Weight Averages by Origin (Chart):  This Report 

lists Origin Names, Number of Animals for each 
Origin, and the Average Weight per Origin on a color-
coded chart. 

 
�  Weight by Group:  This Report lists the Animal 

Visual and EID, Weight for the specified Group and 
gives the Total Number of Animals, Total Weight, and 
Average Weight per Animal. 

 
�  Weight by Sex and Origin:  This Report shows the 

weight distribution by sex and origin along with the 
total number of animals. 

 

 Section D – REPORTS 
 

 
©2002-2005 AgInfoLink D-7 REV: 20050614 

 

Generate Reports – AgInfoSheets 
 
Generate Reports is a powerful tool that enables the user to 
view and analyze different combinations of animal data.  Several 
Report Templates are included in the software and can help the 
user make educated decisions about operations. 
 
How To Run Reports: 
 
Follow steps 1, 2, and 3 (shown below in the Generate Reports 
main window), as described further below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 2 – Select the 
type of report to 
generate. Several 
Report Templates 
are offered. 

Step 3 – Simply click the 
"Run Reports" button 
and view the report in 
Excel. 

Step 1 – Choose the 
animals to be included 
in the report.  Several 
options are available. 
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Step 1. Specify which animals to put into your report. 
a. In the Which Animals Optimization section, there are 

three options to help identify a group of animals: 
�  Active Animals (if present – Agil File Summary 

Report)  This is a list of the active animals on your 
system – data that has just been transferred into the 
Events database through Transfer Events. 

�  Animals Predefined by the Specific Reports  This 
option uses a pre-selected set of animals set up in 
each report template.  This may be a different set of 
animals for each report.  However, by default, most 
reports are set up to report on "All Animals". 

�  Animals Selected Below  This uses setups that you 
make in either the "Filter Animals" or "Which 
Animals" tab, below, to define the group of animals 
for the report. 

 
Note:  You MUST pick the "Animals 
Selected Below" option if you wish to use the 
Filter Animals or Which Animals tab. 

 
b. The Filter Animals tab lets you select up to five 

Event/Detail pairs from its 
comboboxes to identify 
animals.  For example, you 
might use pairs like 
BREED:ANGUS, 
COLOR:BLACK, 
SEX:STEER, and 
VISUALID:552-Y.  Only 
animals that match ALL of 
these Event Type/Event Detail 
combinations will be included in your report(s).  To begin 
selecting filter criteria, click the down arrow ( ) on the 
top combobox under "Event Type" and choose an Event 
from the dropdown menu.  Do the same for a Detail – 
you MUST provide both an EventType and a Detail or 
the filter will not be valid. 
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